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A bout a year ago, at the request of the National Board of dry decaying organic matter yields m ore than the usual 
Health, the well known and very capable chemist, Prof. quantity of albuminoid ammonia. 
Ira'Remsen, undertook an investigation of the methods em· 6. Air contaminated by respiration yields more than the 
ployed for the detection and determination of the nature of usual quantity of albuminoid ammonia. 
tbe organic matter known to exist in air. A preliminary 7. It is necessary in judging of the purity of air to take 
report, giving an outline of the work, but no details in re- all the facts known in regard to it into consideration. The 
gard to the methods employed, was published in the Bulletin I simple determination of any one constituent can never be a 
of the Board last winter. sufficient basis for the formation of a competent judgment. 

In the Bulletin for September 11, appears a more extended' 8. It would be useless to have examinations of air made 
O. D. MUNN. A. E. BEACH. report, with details of experiments and such results as seem by any but the most careful workers. It would be time 
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8���g�:�iie';;���Jfs��t.;'��i���c���e(i'::::·.::::·::.::·.:::::::'.:::'::: $� �8' Mager and Mr. T. W. Day, will be appreciated by all who' �Afuong the questions left unanswered an important one is 
·Clubs.-One extra copy of THE SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN will be supplied have any knowledge of the grave questions of public and. this: Is the air which has been deprived of its nitrogenous 
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same proportionate rate. Postage prepaid. ' pn vate hygiene whlCh hmge upon the possIble m uence of matter also depnve 0 ItS IDJUrIOUS constItuents? Anotber 
Remit by postal order, Address I organic m attcr in tbe air, and the great need of some trust· is this: Does the amount of organic m atter in the air vary 
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1 worthy and if possible simpler method of detecting its kind with different conditions of the air, as, for instance, with 

� To Advertisers.-The regular cirCUlation of the SCIENTIFIC and measuring its quantity. its hygrometric state? 
AMERICAN is now FiCty Thousand Co I'ies weekly. For 1800 the 1 . . . . . . 
publishers antiCipate a still larger circulation. WhIle aIr IS oft.cn con�ammated. hy carb�lllc aC.ld and '1'he first question must be answered by the physiologist, 

The Scientific Anlerican Supplelllent I other gaseous results of VItal, ChemI�'ftl, and mdustrIal pro· not by the chemist. The effect of the air on fermentable 
Is a distinct paper from the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN. THE SUPPI,E M ENT 1 cesses, the mischievous .effects of "impure air," as popu- liquids must be studied, and its effect when breathed by 
is issued weekly. Every number contains 16 octavo pages, uniform in size larly defined, most probably arise from the presence of re- �nimals. The second question can be answered only by 
with SCTEN�'I>'IC AMERICAN. Terms of subscription for SUPPLEMI'CNT, fuse organic matters of a nitrogenous character. These, long continued systematic series of examinations of the air, $5,00 a year, postage paid, to subscribers. Single copies, 10 cents. Sold by I .  . '  
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al. news dealers throughout the country. I when taken back mto the system, are apt to cause serIOus such as are now bemg made at Glasgow, at Montsourts, and 
Combined Ital eo. - The SCIE'<TIFTC AMERICAN and SUPPI,lOMlONT : vital disturbances, and it is probable that they do cause not! at some places in Germany. 

will be sent for one year, postage free, on receipt of seven dollars. Roth I a few of the maladies whicb afflict mankind. The great .. ( •• _ papers to one address or different addresses, as desired. I 
The safest way to remit is by draft, postal order, or registered letter 1 problem is to discover the best metllOd of determining the THE PHILADELPHIA SHEEP AND WOOL SHOW. 
Address MUNN & CO,. 37 Park Row, N. Y. ' presence and nature of such impurities in air. An international sheep and wool show was beld in Phila· 

Scientific ADlerican Export Edition. i �he first to attack the problem seriously was Dr. R. A. delphia during the latter part of September, under the 
The Scrro:'I'I'I]'IC AMr:RICAN Export Edition is a large and splendid peri- Smith of Manchester England as early as 1870. He first auspices of the Pennsylvania State AOTicultural Society. odlCal, Issued once a month. Each number cc.ntams about one hundred I ' " i b 

large quarto pages, profusely illustrated, embracing: (Ll Most .of the endeavored to collect the organic matter in the air of city I A large and in teresting collection of sheep sheep dogs pJates and pages of the four precedmg weekly Issues of the SCIII;:--'l'IFIC : � I ' . ' '�"I:T"CAN, with its splendid engr'!vings and valuable Information: (2.,' streets and foul places by washing the air in pure water, In wool and woolen manufacture� was exhibited. The show Comme�Clal, trade, an� �anufacturIng announcements o f  leading houses. . '  . ' " . .  
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A different and more complicated though less lahorious that the country may grow at home the fifty million pounds 

method of washing air, more recently devised by Mr. E. M. of wool now annually imported by our manufacturers. 
Dixon, Chemist of the Sanitary Department of Glasgow, has In furtherance of this object an international conventi6n 
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purity. The absorption being completed, tbe pumice stone best to produce them. 
was conveyed to a flask perfectly cleaned with pure water; Among the other subjects discussed were methods of 
t hen500 c.c. of the same water and 5 c.c. of a specially shearing and handling sheep and of packing and grading 
prepared sodium carbonate soluiion were added, Connec- wooi for the market; increasing the production of the 
tion was then made with a clean condenser, and 100 c.c. mountain lands of the Atlantic States by the systematic ex
distilled off (distillate A) and put aside for treatment wi th tension of sheep husbandry; benefits resulting from the in
Nessler's solution. A second distillate (El of 100 c.c. was troductioll of pure blood into our native flocks; breeds ca-Price 10 cents. For saJe by all newsdealers. 
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