
LAWN MOWING MADE A PLEASURE. 

As one recalls the comparatively few closely· cut and well· 
kept lawns to be seen a few years ago, and now looks about 
and beholds them on all sides. it becomes evident that the 
people are better provided with means to gratify the desire 
to beautify their homes and public grounds, and that at a 
much less expense than in former days. 

The lawn mowers of ten and even five years ago were not 
only high priced, so that but few could afford to purchase 
them, but even the smaller sizes were made so heavy and 
cumbersome to handle, that it required a strong man 
to put them in practical operation. The cutting apparatus 
was imperfectly made, and thtl journals and gearing were 
unprotected, so that dirt and grass soon clogged up the 
machine, giving rise to complaints which have led inventors 
to devise new machines to obviate so far as possible the! 
difficulties of the past; the result is that he who has a lawn I 
can afford to purchase good mowers and cut his own grass. jl 

Among the number of new mowers made with a view of 
overcoming the difficulties referred to, the one herewith: 
illustrated is at present attracting public attention; and ! 
lawn owners in general will find it worthy of careful con· 
sideration on aceount of its marvelous ease of handling 
while in practical operation, and the numerous improve· 
ments which have been applied to it in a very deoirable 
manner. 

It is well known that a side-wheel mower al ways runs 
with one wheel in the standing grass, breaking it down, SD 
that the next time the grass is passed over it is not all cut: 
and the day after mowing it is frequently tl'le case that rows 
of standing grass may be noticed on various parts of the 
lawn. 

In the mower herewith shown Mr. H. G. Fiske, the in
ventor and patentee, avoids using either side or rear wheels, 
or even a solid roller, the latter being objectionable by mak
ing the mower run hard and heavy, and being of but sligbt 
service as a means of rolling down the unevenness of the 
ground. To obtain a means of traction and to make the 
mower extremely light, he employs an open roller, which is 
made largely of steel wire, secured at int.ervals around the 
circumference of two end disks, and intermediate supports 
are placed in the longer rollers to make the whole rigid. 
By this method of construction the roller can be made 
extremely light; and since the openings are sUfficiently large 
to allow the grass to protrude, the best possible traction is 
obtained, and that without bringing any of the usually 
necessary pressure to bear upon it. By this arrangement 
alone it is said about one half the power required to operate 
other mowers is saved, and by strictly adhering to true 
scientitic principles in forming the gearing, knives and the 
journals throughout much more labor is also saved. All 
the exposed journals are covered with protecting bands 
and the oil holes are drilled on an incline; by which devices 
in addition to the tight gear case all particles of dirt and 
grass are prevented from finding entrance to wear out the 
movable parts of the mower. 

By an ingenious arrangement of the parts at each end of 
the-mower the knives cut within the unusually small space 
of one inch of the extreme outside, making this mower very 
convenient in. cutting close up to walls, fences, etc. The 
several adjustments are easily and quickly made, the jour
nals to the cutter shaft are packed with felt to retain the 
oil. and a large proportion of the material from which 
the mower is made is steel, wrought or malleable iron, thus 
procuring great strength 
with light weight. 

The adjustment of the 
handle is quite convenient 
and novel in its way, as 
by means of sliding bolts 
it may be removed in an 
instant for the purpose of 
putting the mower in a 
small space. The handle 
may be as quickly applied 
at any desired elevation, or 
it may be secured at a for 
ward angle, so that the cut 
ting apparatus may be 
tilted up from the ground, 
andbyswi�ing the handle 
backward to the ground, 
the entire mechanism is 
so elevated that by apply
ing a crank to the end of 
the cutter shaft it may be 
turned backward, and oil 
and emery applied for 
grinding the knives, with
out specially preparing the 
mower therefor. The 
spiral knives are hardened 
and are made of a hooking shape, that they may be 
dressed on the front edge with a sharp file for the purpose 
of keeping a keen edge on them. 

The mower, when in operation, is quite silent and would 
be scarcely noticed by a passer by, and what is not less 
important, its construction enables a young man to operate 
a forty ineh machine, in quite hIgh grass, for hours at a 
time witb relativelY little fatigue. A slight-built boy of ten 
years of age has been known to cut quite heavy grass for 
an hour at a ttme. with !l. twenty-four inch machine. In 
general appearance the machine is compact, tasteful, and 
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handsomely ornamented. The Blair & Fiske Manufacturing ! prevented from moving either vertically or laterally. 
Company, of Springfield, Mass., are the manufacturers of' When the lid of the kettle is closed the handle is held 
this mower, which they have very appropriately named the )' erect, and whep the handle or bail is grasped and the kettle 
,. Easy" lawn mower. They are making them in seven raised, the hinged lid will be held firmly against the body 
sizes, beginning at ten inch cut and ending with a twenty· of the kettle over the orifice in its top, and thus prevent the 
four inch. They also have a thirty and [\ forty inch machine, escape of steam or water, as the lid cannot possibly raise or 
but these are made only to order. The latter is shown in slip to the side, even though the kettle be turned half over 

WITHERS'S IMPROVEMENT IN TEA KETTLES, 

in the direction of the spout. 
The lid may he raised wholly or partially from off the 

kettle by depressing the handle, as represented by the view 
in the background, which dispenses with the trouble and 
inconvenience of taking hold of the lid for that purpose, as 
is the case with the ordinary class of vessels of like charac· 
ter. The great advantage of this improvement is that the 
handle, not being permitted at any time to be in contact 
with the side of the kettle, cannot become heated. 
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MISCELLANEOUS INVENTIONS. 

Mr. Albert M. Da Costa, of Brooklyn, N. Y., has patented 
an improved finger guide for type writers, by means of 
which the keys may be quickly located without the aid of 
sight. 

An improved match box has been patented by Mr. Georg 
Wenstrl:lm, of Stockholm, Sweden. It is provided with a 
sliding cap or inner box, which is divided into two compart
ments-one for holding matches and the other for receiving 
the end of the cigar for lighting-and formed with a slit at 
one side for the insertion of a match within the lighting 
chamber; also, in a tongue formed on the inner box, which, 
in connection with an opening in the oater box, forms a cut
ting device, combined with a chamber formed at the inside 
of the match box to receive the cuttings. 

An improvement in mechanism for mixing and feeding 
material to the stones of a grinding mill, whereby the action 

our engraving. Naturally with the many advantages: of the mixilig and feeding devices is rendered uniform, one 
claimed for the" Easy" lawn mower there is little difficulty I being started or arrested at the same time with the other and 
in attracting the attention of the public and the trade in operated at the like rate of speed, has been patented by Mr. 
general. Jobbers throughout the country are rapidly James P. Lowell, of Purcellville, Va. 
making arrangements for local agencies in their vicinity for A machine for sawing shingles from blocks, which is so 
next season and very large sales are anticipated. constructed that the shingles may be sawed with their butts 

.�.J. 

IMPROVED TEA KETTLE. 

The engraving shows an improvement in tea kettles pat· 
ented by.Mr. W. S. Withers, and now being introduced by 
Messrs. Withers & Wolfe, 81 Whitehall St., Atlanta, Ga. 

This improvement is designed to prevent the possibility 
of the handle of the kettle becoming heated, a common oc· 

THE ' EASY" LAWN MOWER. 

currence with utensils of this class when placed over the 
fire, and also by the same arrangement to prevent the lid 
from raising or moving from off the kettle. holding it firmly 
pressed down when it is tipped or inclined, thus avoiding 
the escape of hot water and steam. 

The invention consists in connecting the baii or handle 
with the lid or cover of the kettle by a rod, so that when 
the lid is closed upon the kettle the handle will be held 
erect, or, if the bail is turned over to the side. the lid, which 
is hinged to the kettle at that side, will be raised accordingly, 
and when the handle is grasped to raise the kettle, the lid is 
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up and down alternately, so that the blocks will be kept 
square and the length of the shingles will always be in line 
with the grain of the wood, has been patented by Mr. Elias 
C. Schermerhorn, of Alder Creek. N. Y. 

Mr. William T. Wainwright, of Dry Sawmill, Pa., has 
patented an improved bench plane, which may be used for 
square jointing, for beveling, and for rabbeting. 

An improvement in stove boards has been patented by 
Mr. A. Irving Griggs, of 
New York city. The in
vention consists in con
structing a stove board 
made with a bead and a 
hem, and having the lower 
ply of the hem corrugated 
and itt edge turned up 

. against the plate within 
the cavity of the bead, 
and the veneer cemented 
to the lower side of the 
middle part of the plate. 

An improved coffin 
handle has been patented 
by MI'. George S. Eaton, 
of Brooklyn,E. D., N. Y. 
The object of this inven
tion is to furnish coffin 
,bandIes simple in con
struction,easilyand quick· 
ly put together, and not 
liable to break. 

Mr. Paul Crippen, of 
Bronson, Mich., has pa
tented a waterproof paint 
compound, consisting of 
alum, coal tar, and sul
phur boiled together. 

Messrs. Marshall J. Al
len, of New York city, 
and William E. Bradley, 
of Frankfort, Ky., have 
patented an improved pro
cess of saving the sugar 
and starch contained in a 
waste product in the ma
nufacture of whisky and 
utilizing it. The process 
consists in freei ng the slop 
from the bran, chaff, and 
coarse particles of grain, 
and introducing the liquid 

thus obtained in place of water in the succeeding operations 
with fresh grain. 

An improved ironing machine has been patented by Mr. 
John Socias y Rubio, of New York city. This invention 
is an improvement in the class of machines in which the 
sad iron is suspended and adjusted vertically by a screw, 
and is designed to provide means for suspending a sad iron 
which will allow it to be moved in any direction over the 
ironing table; also. to suspend the sad iron by yielding or 
elastic devices, to enable it to be operated easily and effi
ciently. 
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