
320 $dtuiifit �mtxitan. [MAY 22, J gSO. 

I 
PATENT LAW AND EQUITY I United States courts would unquestionably find it his interest 

We lately refer.ed to suggested amendments to the patent I to do. As the princ;pal features of the law become generally 
law at the Senate hearing III relation to bill No 4412, which better understood, we find that complaints on this score are 
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we gave in our issue of March 6. The amendments sug As to the last issue, touching excessive costs where there 
gested by members of the committee themselves during has been no expense, there was considerable discussion in 
the hearing, plainly indicate that this particular bill will the late Senate hearing, and here the point was particlliarly 
never be approved by the Senate in its present form, yet brought out that it was entirely unnecessary to injure the 
we do not know but, outrageous as it was, its introduction, rights of the patentee in seeking a remedy-that, in fact, 
and even its passage through the House, has been produc .! this was an extremely roundabout and impracticable way. 

A, R BEACH_. ___ tive of some good, for it has opened the eyes of those in- It is only the mode of practice here which needs amend-
-- �-�- terested in patents to the necessity of constant watchfu}4 ment, and Mr. 8torrow, of Boston, with the evident approval 
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protect their property, and the discussion it has provoked provide that the defendant might come into court and con· 
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ledge of the principles of patent law. But taking it for or have to pay only such as had been actually incurred to 
granted that here, as  Mr. Playfair says is  the case in Eng that time. 
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land, there is now" a gtmeral concen8U8 of public opinion, This is, of course, in cases where it is not sought to ques
that it would be dangerous to national interests to abolish tiOll the validity of a patent, and no claim is set up in the 
patents for inventions," as bill No, 4412 would practically way of a genuine defense to make it to the interest of the 
have done in many cases, there can be no doubt hut that lawyers of the patentee to have the costs as light as possi. 
8011U! change in our present law, or in the equalized methods ble. Some such law as thi� would be likely to do away with 
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Much less is now said against the patent law on this score 
than was formerly urged, so feasible and practical has this 
mode of defense proved. 

Added to the above causes of complaint, and as a later 
Contents. issue, there has been developed an increasing tendency 
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done" according to law," though it is certainly very far 
from equity, and it is a kind of practice which injures the 
patentee as directly as it robs the public. 

As to those who are called upon to pay for a patent a sec
ond time, after having once bought a supposed right, there 
probably can be no law framed which would completely ob 
viate the evil. The issuing of the patent gives the patentee 
a prima facie claim against any one using the patented artr· 
cle, device, process, invention, or discovery, without the 

PAGE consent of the patentee or his representative. Whether this 
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TWO METEOBITES, 

We are indebted to M. John Isaac, of the San Bernardino 
(Cal.) Times, for an excellent photograph of a large meteor· 
ite, found at Ivanpah, near that place, a few months ago, 
It is the second specimen hitherto found in California. It 
weighed 128 pounds, and is nearly pure iron, It is covered 
with curious cup·shaped cavities, which in more than one 
case may be called holes. On one end a natural face shows 
a network of well defined crystals. A slab has been cut 
from the large mass, and the polished surface acted on by 
dilute nitric acid, by which treatment .Widmannstattian fig
ures of remarkable beauty were developed. This is the 
only holosiderite found on the Pacific coast as far as known, 
which yields these curious markings. 

A small mass of meteoric iron was found in California in 
1871, and was described by Prot Silliman in the Arnerican 
Journal of Science and Arts for July, 1873. 

In a communication on the last found specimen, Mr. H. 
G. Hanks, of the State Geological Society, refers to the large 
masses of meteoric iron which have been found in Mexico, 
New Mexico, and Arizona, and to the tradition among the 
inhabitants of Tucson, Arizona, that a shower of meteorites 
fell in the Santa Caterina Mountains about 200 years ago. 
The Smithsonian Institution bas the 1,400 pound Irwin
Anisa meteorite found near Tucson. Another specimen from 
Tucson, presented to the city of San Francisco, by General 
James H. Carleton, is now at the rooms of the California 
Pioneers. A description of it may be found in the proceed. 
ings of the California Academy of Science, vol. 3, folio 48, 
and a full analysis by Prof. Bush, of Yale College, In the 
same volume, folio 30, Prof. Whitney has shown that a belt 
or path of meteorites lies nearly in a line from the Colorado 
river at La Paz to San Luis Potosi, in Mexico, possibly frag
ments of the same meteor. A mass of metallic iron was 
found by Dr. Evans on Bald Mountain,3near Port Orford, 
in Oregon. San Barnardino is in tbe same general direction, 
and Mr. Hanks suggests that it might be well to look for 
other fragments along the same line. 

Photographs of the Westville (Ind.) meteorite have been 
kindly furnisbed us by Mr. W. C. Ransbury, of that place, 
with an account of the circumstances attending its fall, 
about the first of November, 1876. It was not found until 
the following spring. While preparing a cor� field for 
plowing, Mr. G. D. Wright, of Westville, La Porte county, 
came to a place where the ground had been furrowed for 
several feet since the previous year's cu ltivation, and in the 
western end of the furrow the meteorite lay. It is described 
as a dark, irregular mass full of cavities and irregular pro
jections. It weigbs 324 pounds, and measures 25 by 24 by 
16Xi inches. It has not been analyzed. It appears to COll
tain iron (in great abundance), copper, and nickel, also silica 
and mica. The stone is still in the possession of Mr. 
Wright. ., . .  ., 
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