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$citutific �tutticau. [FEBRUARY 
THE :NEW PATENT BILL AS PASSED BY THE SENATE. I follows; $35 on the issue of the patent, $50 in four years 
An Act to Amend the Statutes in Relation to Patents (Sen- I thereafter, and $100 in nine years thereafter; total, $185 for 

ate Bill 300) has been passed by the Senate, and is no'\' before each patent. Failure to pay either of the two last fees nul­
the House of Representatives for its approval. As the ad- lifies the patent. 
journment of Congress is fixed for the 4th of March, the Under the present law the fee for a patent is only $35. No 
bill must soon be acted upon, or it will go over to the next other taxes or penalties are imposed. The proposed law in­
Congress. The bill as it stands, while it contains some very troduces the European system of multiple taxes, and im­
excellent provisions, presents others that are very obnoxious; poses a heavy hurden upon the inventor. This subject will 
and unless the bad points can be eliminated we hope the be found more fully discussed in another part of our paper. 
subject will be postponed for the consideration of the new Sec. 14 regulates the issue of licenRes hy joint owners and 
Legislature. patentees. 15 provides punishment for fraudulent or de-

We will briefly recapitulate what to us appear to be the ceptive conveyances of patent. rights. 16. Commissioner 
leading designs of the present bill, with a few words of run- and assistant to give bonds. 17. Prices of printed copies of 
ning comment. In all there are 25 sections. : patents authorized to be increased. 18 relates to certified 

Sec. 1 provides that damages shall not be recovered for: copies of patents. 19 relates to payment of final fee in al­
infringements that were alleged to have taken place more: lowed cases. 20 regulates issue of patents for inventions 
than four years prior to the commencement of the suit. i previously patented in foreign countries. 21 permits full 

As the law now stands the owner of a patent may sue in- owners of patents to obtain reissues in their own names. 22 
fringers at any time when he can find out that an infringe- regulates the renewal of lapsed allowed cases. 23 regulates 
ment has taken place. But under the new provision, if the the stamping of date of patent on patented articles. 24 
infringement is concealed or in any way escapes the know- regulates the issue of patents in interference cases. 25 re­
ledge of the patentee for four years, he has no remedy, and peals all conflicting laws. 
the infringer goes free. This section is an encouragement to , It will be seen from the brief comments here presented, 
infringers, is an injustice to patentees, and should not be that in our view the passage of the new law will make a 
passed. : very radical change in the existing system, and that its prac­. 

.�ec.( 2 takes away from the inventor, substantially, the' tical working would probably be disadvantageous to in­
cont�ol ;tnd ex�rcise of the patent for his own invention, and '!' ventors and patentees. At the same time it must not be for­
gives away to others the right to use the patent, against the I gotten that patents are monopolies, which, though on the 
consent of the patentee, for a price not agreed to by him, but I whole of great benefit to the nation, are in some cases very 
fixed by people adverse to him, by means of the formalities. annoying to the public, and very burdensome and disastrous 
of a court. : to many private interests. Perhaps the present l aws can he 

The existing law vests the exclusive proprietorship of the I modified so as to remove some of these difficulties. But 
patent in the invent-ur, during the brief period of 17 years I the remedy proposed by this bill is worse than the dis('a�e. 
for which it is granted. This is one of the most satisfactory It seems unfair to enact a law like this, which in so many 
provisions of the present statute, and should be carefully. of its principal provisions appears to be designed to sweep 
preserved. If the new provision passes no man can here- I away from inventors all personal benefits from the fruits of 
after say that he " owns" a patent. He will simply own a : their ingenuity, and bestow them, free of charge, upon 
certificate showing that somebody else has the right to make i infringers . 

. _ .... _- -------�·----I use of the products of the inv�ntor's ingenuity without so We hope that all who are opposed to the new law will 
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'to property in patents. The provision of the new law assists , 

nect�on with clinical .hist.ories, led �r. Heitzman to the �n-
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and encourages the infringer. cluslOn that th� co�shtutlOn of a patIent could be determmed 
Sec. 7 provides that if an inventor's specification happens by such examll1ah�n�, the pus corpuscles of a h�a�thy and 

at first to be so defective that an infringer can make and strong person contammg a greater abund�nce of hvmg �at­
use the device without liability the said infrin er may al- tel' than those of a person enfeebled by dIsease or otherWIse. 

For the Week endlnli: February 15. 1819. ways continue such use withou� payment to th! inve tor He next extended his investigations to the colorless blood 
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n 'corpuscles suspecting that by their examination also he might 

I. ENGINEERING AND MECHAN ICS.-The Columbia Bicycle. The BI_ I 
even a tel' . Ie a. er procur�s a re-Issue WIt proper y cor- be able to

' 
determine the constitution of the individual fur-

cycle In Aus tra lia. A medical opinion of Bicycling. with various sug_ ! rected speCificatIOn and claims. . . " . 
lestlons. 2 engravlngs.-A Novel Boat Rig. By H . .R. TA YLOI<. Ma- : Under the present law. if the original patent is found de- ; 

nIshmg the blood. HIS expectatIo� was .venfied, he say�; 
chlas. Me. 8 lIgures.-Coal Cutting Machine for Manual Power. 8: fective a d th cla' . fficie t t h'b't ' f . t; an abundance of large granules gOlllg WIth a good consh· 
lIgures.-TheSI.Gothard Tunnel.-RaliwayNotes.-Geodetlcsurveys.: n e lms msu n 0 pro 11m rmgemen s, � . ' . h h h d 'f 1 1 By L. M. HAUPT. 1 1Igure. . I the inventor may at any time obtain a re-issue, which shall be; 

stltutlOn. on t � ot er an , 1 tIe granu es wer� few an� 
II. ARCHITECTURE AND ORNAMENTAL ART.-Il lnts on Building I good for the remaining term of the patent, during which re-! fine. or the entIre bo.dy . of the corpuscle pal,:, It was eVI-

Chlmneys.-)!ural Fountain In Majolica. 1 engraving. I maining term infringers must pay damages. The new pro- dence of a po?r constItutIOn. He frequentl? notIce� that the 
III. TECHNOLOGY.-Cerecln.-Bronze on Feathers.-Glycerlne Cement. vision aids and supports infringers throughout the entire number?f whIte blood co.rpuseles was consldera�ly m�reased 
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• " • mined whether a man was to have acute diseases, or tmgly taken a patent m theIr JOInt names, when only one of 
v. ELECTRICITY. L IGHT. HEAT. ETC.-Edlson's Recent Telephonic them was the real inventor. whether he was to sulfer from the slow processes of disease 

Inventions. Microphone with carbon disks. Microphone with silk . . d t t t d' th . 
d Isks. VoltaiC pile telephone. Condenser telephone. Carbon tele_ , Sec. 9 provides for the taking of testimony relating to pa- mCI en � a s rumous . .  m eSls. . . .  
phone. Arrangement of telephone for office use. Single and double tents which may be stored away and used in new cases after A �ommlttee of phYSICIans has been appomted to mvestI-
crown telephones. 911gures.-Lyons' Transmitting Telephone. 2 en- th 

"
t d d d ,gate and report on this most promising subject. If it proves 

gravlngs.-The Watch Telephone. 1 lIgure -Pre ece's Telephone 2' e WI nesses are ea an gone. ; . 1 . , . . . 
ligures. 

" I This appears to be another of the many provisions of the ' POSSI� e t? determllle a ma? s phYSIcal conshtutlO? by . the 
Some Modillcations of the Microphone and Telephone. By G. M. i bill intended to assist infrin ers exammatwn of a drop of hIS blood a new field of mvestlga-

HOPKIXS. Full lnRtructions for making three useful and very simPle' S . . � . . .  tion will be opened, and one having very important practi-
form. of microphone. Directions for making a new form of telephone; ec. 10 prOVIdes that mfnngers may brmg SUits to have 1 b . 
and microphone combined. A new micro-telephone. 8 ligures. i patents declared void. ca earmgs. 

A Simple microphone. 2 lIgures.-New StethoscopiC Microphone. 1 I This provision appears to be intended to help infringers 
.... eo. 
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1Igure.-A Report on Underground Telegraph Wires. A description of . . . ' " 
six methods of Insulating underground wires. with cost of each. Im- ,m breakmg down patents that stand m their way, but WhICh Over fifty thousand tea plants have been distributed lately 
proved musical Condenser. 111gure. i belong to poor inventors who cannot defend such suits, or in the Middle and Southern States, by the Bureau of Agri-

VI. ASTRONOMY.-The Origin ot Temporary and Variable Hars. A: 
patents granted to those who are absent or deceased. culture. In three or four years these plants will be large 

paper read before the Canterbury Philosophical Institute. New Zea_ I Sec. 11 requires that patentees who have requested in- enough to permit a full picking of the leaves. Experiments 
land. by Prof essor Bickerton The dl t . • . . 
the temp o ta 

. s ances. size. and luminosIty of fnngers to stop such mfrmgement shall commence SUItS for have been made with tea leaves grown in the grounds of the rury s rs. Four hypotheses to account fOr temporary stars. ; • • . ' . .  • A more probable theory of partial Impact. The light from Venus and damages WIthIn a reasonable time; otherWIse the mfnnger department and in the South, after .Japan methods, the pro-
Mercury .-The Chinese Almanac. i may continue the infringement during the entire term of the duct being pronounced an excellent Oolong by dealers and 
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year. The respiration and the pulse. The digestive system. The and all they can do is to request the latter to desist or pay is confident that American ingenuity can produce machinery 
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VISIOn appears to be aimed against the inventor, and in favor of the United States, should not produce with little trouble 
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