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A NEW ESTIMATE OF THE WORLD'S AGE. small quantity of water having been previously ejected into 

Geologists, astronomers, and physicists alike have the generator by means of a small rub ber bulb. Another 
hitherto been baffled in their attempts to set up any satis- notable circumstance is recorded by Mr. Keeley's reporter, 
factory kind of chronometers which will approximately namely, that when the intermolecular etheric substance is 
measure geological time, and thus afford us some clew to evolved and discharged, "neither heat nor cold is generated, 
the antiquity of our globe. Mr. Millard Reade, of Liver- and the elastic force is to the touch, when allowed to escape 

'pool, has recently contributed to the Royal Society a very in substantial form, perfectly dry." One does not need to 
suggestive paper. in which he endeavors to grapple with the be a man of scientific education to appreciate a marvel like 
question by employing the limestone rocks of the earth's this. Even the common every-day experience of uneducated 
crust as an index of geological time. Limestones have been people will tell them how unusual it is for elastic force in 
in course of formation from the earliest known ge()logical substantial form, escaping under a pressure of 20,000 lb. to 
periods, but it would appear that the later formed stl'ata are the square inch. to feel perfectly dry and neither hot nor 

TERMS FOR THE SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN. more calcareous than the earlier, and that there has, in fact, cold. We can account for it only by supposing the inter· 
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rounded with a cast iron casing resting on a cast iron bed

therefore, led to believe that geological time has been enor- plate, underneath which are some steel disks that are also 
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The entire cost of the tunnel was 4,599,000 florins-about gerously near succeeding in his work of destruction as to 
$2, 300,000. Its height is 3 meters; width, 1'6 meter. By convince the scoffers of his ability to do what he said. Mr. 
the methods of working employed during the last three, Keeley's motor and engine recalled this story to me, and also 
years it would have taken twenty· seven years to do the I convinced me that the fiddler was theoretically correct in his 
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entire work. boast. Indeed, Mr. Keeley says that it is theoretically pos-
----- • I .. sible to shake down a house with a violin." THE POWER OF VIBRATION HARNESSED. 

Mr. Keeley has made another advance, and has perfected 
what the World describes in small caps as "AN INVENTION 

In this statement Mr. Keeley is, as usual, only too modest, 
many a man having publicly brought down a house by skill
f ul fiddli ng. 

WHICH SENSIBLE MEN BELIEVE MUST ERE LONG ltEVOLU- And just here we may express our conviction that Mr. 
TIONIZE THE GREAT INDUSTRIES OF MANKIND." Keeley's practical labors have furnished a demonstration of Mr. Keeley's former generator, which cost him $60,000, tl h' h 1 
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explanation of the conduct of the Emperor Nero during the 
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Note on This, as our readers will readily perceive, is quite a di.ffer�nt WHEN ARE LAWS DISCOVERED 1 
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pedal Maritime CustOIDS. Ching-klang, China. • • 
Gangrene. Benefit of hot water bath. greatest discoverer of this age; indeed of all ages. And, and of Faraday, as if they would exemplIfy hiS text. He evi-
Painless Death. curiously, the intermolecular etheric substance appears to be dently thinks that ignorant plow boys have not unfrequently 
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Absorption of Water by the Leaves of Plants. Observations of cerine is as nothing to it. Another astounding feature is the their so-called laws were not laws at all. 
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