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SMOKE AND SPARKS. i or more copper lined troughs , set side by side and connect-
The recently published advertisement of the )'[etropolitan I ing near the ends, each furnished with a copper bladed screw 

elevated railroad of New York city, for some device for i made to revolve therein close to the bottom; and that both 
preventing the escape of sparks from their locomotives, I the lining and blades be coated with mercury, a quantity of 
touches a matter interesting as well to all railroads, and: which shall also be placed in the bottom of the troughs. If 
one whose successful solution would be of more value than the ore were reduced to a sufficient fineness and run into tbis 
any other improvement now sought by them. It is well amalgamator it would be pushed to and fro, throughout its 
known that the" spark tax" in the shape of damages for, length, again and again, until every particle had been r('� 
destroying fenceR, crops, buildings, bridges, snow sheds, I peatedly brought in contact with the revolving blades, the 
etc., is no light burden to many of our roads, though it: lining and the quicksilver lying in the bottom. No accu· 
may not he as well understood that these sparks are the pro� , mulation of slimes, no flouring could occur under these condi­
duct of such imperfect combustion that thereby a large per- I lions, we think; nor would the wear on the machine or the 
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si�: velopment of a new one. of turning out, the home demand for the same goods would 
nouncem?nts published in this edition at a very moderate cost. Deflecting arches in the fire boxes, spark arresters in and be straightway increased enormously. Many of our mills The SC.F.\,TIFIC AMI<�HICAN EXIJort Edition has a large guaranteed circu-
g>6i�1i�,:��c���e��I�lt2��:'s throughout the world. Address MUNN & on the smoke stacks, designs for wetting down, and designs are idle not because they represent so much productive 
__ �._ .. . ____ _ ... ,�.�� ___ � _ __ ._ for returning the sparks to tue fire box, and grates of vari- power beyond the national capacity to consume, but because 

VOL. XXXIX., No. 5. [NEW SERIES.] Tl!i1'tv-third Year. 
ous kinds have all iaIlen short ot the purpose in a greater or a large proportion of our consumers are on short allowances, 
lesser degree, and still the search for something suitable for lack of employment, or other reasons. The moment they 
goes on. are set to work their expenditures will increase; and many 

In his treatise on the steam engine Mr. Bourne, who has useful industries, now languishing for lack of a market, 
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.-------... but they have not been evolved in recognition of the un- sans and artists. 
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successive negatives taken 01 a horse at full speed, to il lustrate tbe Another objectionable feature, and the cause of well i information is conveyed to them the demand for American 
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Labor In France. 

The Consul at Nice reports that the common labor of his 
district on roads, buildings, etc., is monopolized by the in­
dustrious and frugal Piedmonte�e, who earn from 30 to 38 
cents a day. Agricultural laborers are few in number, and 
earn from 47 to 57 cents a day. The small farms are mostly 
tilled by the peasants, who own them or work them on 
shares. Mechanical labor is comparatively high. Plumbers, 
coopers, and upholsterers get from $1. 20 to $1. 56 a day; car­
penters and smiths from 88 to 98 cents; journeyman tailors 
as high as $1.56; cbmpositors, shoemakers, and masons from 
80 cents to $1 per day. The cost of living to the ordinary 
laborer is from 30 to 38 cents daily. His food is Indian 
meal, bread, vegetables, and wine. Meat is seldom eaten. 
Meal costs 3 cents a pound, and wine 6 cents a bottle. Wages 
have not materially varied for skilled artisans in the last five 
years. The export trade of Nice is exclusively confined to 
OilR, perfumery, fruit, and flowers, and is in a prosperous 
state, increasing rather than diminishing. 
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