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PROGRESS OF PETROLEUlL THE LIBIT OF WORK. 
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the business skill which combined capital can secure, can- What laborer of to-day would be satisfied with the re­
not compete with the Standard Oil Company. Now, is there muneration, the food, the shelter, the clothing of the labor­
any great wrong or injustice in this? ing classes of one hundred years ago? The wants of men, 
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IRIDESCENT GLASS. 

Ornamental glassware in many styles, tinted with the 
glowing colors of the rainbow, is now making its appearance 
in the shop windows of Broadway and Fifth Avenue. This 
is one of those brilliant little achievements of science that 
delights the eye and pleases the imagination. To produce the 
colors, the glass, while in a heated state, is subjected to the 
vapor of chloride of tin. Shades of more or less depth or in-

are imparted by adding to the tin chloride a little ni­
trate of strontium or barium. 

.... ., 

RAILS AM) RAILWAY ACCIDENTS.- NEW YORK 

ACADE1IIY OF SCIENCES. 

A meeting of the Section of Physics, New York Acad­
emyof Sciences, was held November 25, 1878. President 
J, S. Newberry in the chair. Numerous publications of 
learned societies were received and acknowledged. Profes­
sor Newberry read a letter from Professor Agassiz stating 
that sea lilies, which had hitherto bpen very rare-a single 
specimen bringing as much as fifty dollars-have been found 
in some numbers by dredging in the Gulf of Mexico. Their 
colors are white, pink, and yellow. Professor Newben'Y 
also exhibited specimens of garnet from California, lamellar 
quartz from North Carolina, sharks' teeth belonging to the 
eocene and miocene tertiary ages from the phosphate beds of 
South Carolina, and It number of shells. 

Professor Thomas Egleston then addressed the Academy 
on the subject of "The Structure of Rails as Affecting 
Railway Accidents." 

The destruction of rails is due to three causes. 1. De-
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