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POCKET LIFE BUOYS. 

On the evening of September 3, the excursion steamer 
Princess Alice, which was returning from Gravesend to 
London with about 800 passengers, largely women and 
children, was run into by a screw collier and quickly sank. 
The collision occurred off Barking, a town on the Thames, 
about seven miles from London. The loss of life was terri
ble, the estimates ranging from 500 to 650. The captain 
and nearly all the crew of the Princess Alice were drowned. 
"There was no time to lower boats," the report runs, 
and" there were but few life buoys on the steamer." Hun
dreds of women and children pcrished ill conscquence. 
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buoys, is less certain. Probably not ten women in a hnn
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ward to fill up the broken ranks. It is of these that a con
temporary has eloquently and justly said that they deserve 
all the more honor because their work apparently has but a 
remote bearing in checking the disease. 

" The physician, the Howard nurse, the clergyman. who 
remain faithful to their work in that dreadful valley of 
death, are at the bedsides of the sick and dying. They can 
see and feel the good results of the tremendous sacrifice 
they make. But the Signal Service officer gives his life to 
set down observations on rain and wind. Science, with the 
material he accumulates, may stay the march of the pesti
lence hereafter; but he does not know that. Nobody knows 
him, or the nurse who falls at his post. The papers have 
ceased to name them in the haste of the wholesale slaughter. 
r What good, then, to the world did Priscus do, who was 
but a single person and unknown? Why, what good doth 
the purple to the garment? To make it royal and beauti-
ful?' " 

It is true that the dommant spirit of the age is scientific, 
and science is essentially utilitarian in its character and re
sults. But the utility it seeks is the highest-truth, and Im
man well-being, founded on real knowledge and right ac
tion, re enforced by the largest attainable command of the 
useful materials and forces of nature. If it fails to develop 
the highest traits of humanity, as the anti-scientific have so 
often asserted, then the records of the past must have been 
strangely falsified, to say the least. Certainly no other age, 
no other phase of civilization, ever outshone the present in 
those traits of humanity which go to enhance the essential 
nobility of man. 
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conld be carried in the pocket without inconvenience, easily knowledge of the sciences of mining and reduction of the 
and securely attached to the trunk or shoulders, and inflated. ores arrived at by managers and superintendents has re
if n'ied be, after the wearer is in the water; something that duced the risks in this business to nearly if not quite the 
could be attached to a child instantly, or to the largest sized measure of those of ordinary commercial transactions. 
adult with equal facility. A circlet of waterproof cells, And not only with us, but in other countries as well, are 
each provided with an automatic valve, so as to be easily in- idle capital and labor being turned in this direction; every
flated. and yet have all so independent of each other that the where there seems to be an increasing inclination for new 
bursting of one would not affect the rest, would probably fields of enterprise. 
Le as simple and efficient a device as could be asked for. According to the 8JUth Pacific Times of Peru the great 

The conditions to be met are few-simplicity, lightness, works in progress at Uatapilco have effectually aroused peo
portability, buoyancy, and cheapness. If these were fairly pie to a belief in the auriferous wealth of Chili, so long de
well met the single city of New York would furnish a mar- spised, and there is delving and digging all over the repub
ket for thousands every summer. Thc inventor could not lic. In localities where profitable mining has been carried 
fail of an ample reward financially, in addition to the grati- on on a reduced scale for years, additional capital is being 
tude of the cntire community. 1 invested, and there seems to be good reason to believe that 
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'this long neglected branch of industry will now receive 

THE HEROES OF THE PESTILENCE. proper stimulus. 
The old sentimental cry against the alleged materialistic Government engineers are now examining the different 

and ultra practical tendency of scielltific habits of mind- routes in the province of Carabaya, one of the richest though 
the charge that our busy, utilitarian modern life is essen- most inaccessible parts of Peru. It contains immense allu
tinily unheroic and fatal to the highest development of 11ll- I vial gold deposits which were profitably worked by the 
manity-does not receive mnch support in times of public Spaniards until 1767, when the Indians drove them out. 

--�--� _ ._._-=--=--'-c"'-_�c-'C_�-= calamity and peril. The spirit of practical charity, of open- A wise policy now actuates these governments to afford 
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hearted self-sacdfice for humanity's sake alone, never pre- proper facilities and safeguards to the miner. 
vailed more generally or showed results more praiseworthy We learn, too, that there is now every prospect of pros
than where the objurgated modern spirit most prevails. And perity in the mining interests of Sonora, which have so 
it is a notable circumstance that the heartiest and most lib- long been affected by incessant political disturbances; one 

For thc Week endln::- September 28, 18'2'8. eral responses to the call for help from the affiicted usually mine there, the San Marcel, yielded over $1,000,000 of 
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