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THB BLACK SILK DECEPTION. I which a stiff silk possesses is technically termed. For the 

It is a matter of fact too well known to require any de- first the thread is sometimes treated with oil and soda; for 
monstration that the quantity of black silk used fol' wearing 

II 
the second, a little acid goes in. Ladie5 who think that soft 

apparel far exceeds the amount of colored silk similarly silks and stiff silks possess materially different qualities will 
employed. It may perhaps be said that there is no fabric thus perceive that there is really no ground for difference at 
made which finds a more extensive utilization than does all. After the thread is treated as above described it is 
black silk, and certainly there is none with which every re- wound and woven, and the fabric goes to the market. 

ESTABLISHED 1845. 

MUNN & CO" Editors and Proprietors, 

PUBLISHED WEEKLY AT tailer of drygoods and every experienced fair shopper It may be asked whether all black silks are thus adul-
NO. 37 PARK ROW, NEW YORK. thinks he or she is more familiar. The seller is always quite terated. We are positively informed that such is the case. 

===========-==== =========== I willing to affirm that his silk will "wear like a board," The normal condition of honest black silk is about 17 per 
O. D. MUNN. A. E. BEACH. although his neighbor's, he insinuates, probably will not, and cent of dye. Twenty-five years ago the highest percentage 
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. he is equally ready to advocate the mooted questions of reached was 33, but then in the interval dyers have grown 

cache mire " or "satin finish," or" soft" or" stiff" silk, wiser. 
One copy, one year, postage included .................................. $3 20 just in accordance with the views of the customer being We have shown the cause of " shininess." Cracking at One copy, six months, postage included ...... ,....................... 1 60 

CIubs,-One extra copy of THE SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN will be supplied, served. The latter has her own predilections in favor of folds is in the same way due to the extra weight. Just as 
gratis for everyclub of flve subscribers at $3.20 each; additional copies at , "yellow edge" or "white edge " distinctions for which we an oilcloth cracks and breaks when folded at a sharp angle, same proportionate rate. Postage prepaid. ' . 
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never could trace any reason, as dIfferent manufacturers so does silk, and that the t.hreads pull apart is not at all to c enti c AmerIcan xport ton. , 

The SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN Export Edition is a large and splendid peri- do not seem to confine themselves to partICular colored be wondered at when the miserable, thin little fabric which 
odical, issued once a month. Each number contains about one hundred edges as indicative of degrees of excellence; and she further bears all the weight of dye is regarded. Colored silks, pro­
large quarto pages, profusely illustrated. embracing: (1.) Most of the knows that silks are apt, 1st, to crack wherever folded; 2d, bably in some measure owing to the smaller demand for 
plates and pages of the four preceding weekly issues of the SCIENTIFIC 11 h h fi AMERICAN, with its splendid engravings and valuable information: (2.) to pU , so t at w ere once was a smooth t wrinkles ap- them and in great degree to the difficulty of concealing the 
Commercial, trade, and manufacturing announcements of leading houses. pear, which on nearer inspection are found to be due to swindle under various hues, are rarely adulterated. Browns, 
Terms for Export Edition, $5.00 a year. sent prepaid to any part of the the opening of the threads; and, 3d, to become" shiny," drabs, slates, and similar shades contain, as a general rule, world. Single copies 50cents. � Manufacturers and others who desire 
to secure foreign trade. may have large and handsomely displayed an- or rather to assume a greasy appearance at all prominent about 25 per cent weighting, which is not objectionable, but 
nouncements published in this edition at a very moderate cost. portions where the fabric is rubbed. rather gives fullness to the goods. It is generally obtained 

The SCIEXTIFIC Al\-n.:n:CAN Export Edition has a large guaranteed circu- Th ' d fi . 1 . 
lation in all commercial places throughout the world. Address MUNN & ere also eXls IB among purchasers an un e ned know 1- from a sumac bath. Silks dyed Wltll the anilines being 
CO .• 37 Park Row, New York. , edge that bl:wk silk is weighted in the dyeing; that is, that specially bright and highly colored are not weighted, as the . . 

, _ ,  . - .. . .  ,,�--- 'I 'the dye makes it heavier. Dealers generally admit this in a . addition of the necessary materials to this end tends to ob-
VOL, XXXVIII., No. 21. [NEW SERIES.] TAzrty-tAtrd Year. matter-of-course way, and the buyer is led to believe that the scure the delicacy and brilliancy of the hue. 

NEW YORK, SATURDAY, MAY 25, 1878. treatment which the silk undergoes is a quite necessary in- In order to exhibit the exact weighting of the black silk 
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dustrial process incident to its manufacture; and that it in now sold in New York drygoods stores, we have collected 
no wise reduces wear, makes the silk richer, etc. It is true from the six leading houses below named twenty-eight 
enough that all dye must render the fabric more weighty; samples of silks of low, medium, and best qualities, as indi­
and the average purchaser does not trouble herself, so long cated by the price per yard. These, provided with identifi­
as the silk is fine appearing and cheap, to question how cation marks which gave no clew to their maker's or seller's 
much of it is owing to the art of the dyer and how much of names, were sent to Mr. Leigh, with instructions to remove 
it to the silKworm. the dye, and send us the weights of the pieces before and 
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More interest, however, might be and perhaps will be taken after the process. In returning them, he states that the gen­
when it is known that there is now no such thing as a good eral quality of all is good, and that that of Nos. 1, 10, 13, 7, 
black silk in the market; and that the black silks now sold 8, and 17 is especially excellent. 
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in this country, whether domestic or foreign, are such grossly 
adulterated fabrics as to amount to impositions and swindles 
of the most reprehensible character. In justice to most re-
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with the public at large; but there are many firms who have 
their silks expressly made and expressly weighted according 
to their orders, and they sell over their counters, as silk, 
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