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IMP ROVEMENTS IN THE POSTAL SERVICE; I inventive race in the world, the Chinese coolies, become 

A new bill providing for the better classification of mail, inventors, as our patent records show. "Ah!" our objector 
matter and rates of postage thereon will soon be submitted I continues, "that is the point. The surrounding influences, 
to Congress. The general principles on which the measure of education, newspapers, and the rest, make all the differ­
is based are that the Government should encourage the dis- ence here. The Cossack has had none of these; nor to so 
semination of intelligence by providing for the convenient great an extent has the coolie at home." 
and cheap transmission of letters, newspapers, periodicals, Well, then, let us look at the Yankees of Europe-the 
and books; that by a system of registration ag a condition' Swiss. They are of our own race. They are a free people. 
of cheap transmission, objectionable publications may be They are energetic, thrifty, and, for the most part, intelli­
kept out of the mails; that uniform conditions should be gent. The facilities they offer their youth for industrial 
prescribed for the transmission of all useful publications; education and practical training in the arts and sciences 
that the postmaster at the place of mailing shall determine have long been superior to ours; and the Swiss government 
what may be sent, and fix the postage rate; that the postage long ago adopted the very means of anti-patent" encourage­
on the same general class of publications, irrespective of ment " of invention that the opponents of patent rights ex­
frequency of issue, should be uniform at all1>ost offices, and pect so much from. The progress of the industrial arts 
whether for specimen copies or to regular subscribers. has there been left to the natural laws of free trade and 

The essential object is to secure uniformity, and thus to open competition, so-called; that is, the open piracy of the 
obviate the constantly varying regulations or interpreta- inventions of all nations. The Swiss have not allowed in­
tions of the present postal laws relative to newspapers and vention to be "hampered " by pre-existing claims. They 
periodicals made by different officials. These, when involv- � have not allowed inventors' royalties to increase the cost of 
ing discrimination as to the class of periodicals, are apt to 'their manufactures. And the result is-unrestricted and 
be vexatious and rarely to meet with general acquiescence, unrivaled progress in the arts? Wide awake mechanics and 
while they leave room for doubt or error which may easily clever inventors? That ought to be the result, if the anti­
become oppressive to those whose business largely depends patent theorists are in the right; but such is not the result . 
upon the mail service. At the same time, the law as it now As Professor Shaler has so pertinently observed: "Despite 
stands presents many anomalies, as, for instance, the fact that the remarkably advantageous position of Switzerland, the 
a monthly weighing just over two ounces, published in any natural vigor and capacity of her people, and their ad­
of the large free delivery cities, pays $240 postage per thou- mirable system of public education, there have been disad- . 
sand subscriptions in the city where published, while but vantages in connection with this plundering system (cf re­
about $50 postage is charged on the same if sent to any serving the power of using all inventions without payment 
other part of the country, with free delivery at all other let- therefor) that give us another proof that, in the long run, 
ter carrier offices. honesty is the best policy. All the while that Switzerland 

The bill before us seems well adapted to meet all diffi- has been trusting to outside training for every invention she 
culties. It provides that newspapers and other periodical has applied in her manufactories, she has failed to train her 
publications shall be registered yearly, and that thereupon own people in inventiveness; the result is, that Switzerland, 

VOL. XXXVIII., No. 13. [NEW SERIES.] Thirty-third Year. the same may be sent at a uniform rate of two cents per of all civilized countries, is the most backward in the adapta­
pound or fraction. The periodical must be regularly issued, tion of every skillful app Hance in every part of her economic 
at stated intervals, designed for dissemination of public in- life." 
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t� Wide fields demanded rapid means of sowing and harvesting. they cannot compete with men who are ceaselessly improving 
FAIRLEY. 3 illustrations.-New Gas Engine, 2 illustr ations. A scanty population and distant markets demanded greater themselves and their processes in the hope of reaping the re-

Improved Emery Grinder. 2 illustrations. 
Compacted Beams. By THOMAS MOHRIS. Str ength of Wood VB. facilities for rapid transit. A high ideal of life demanded a wards which patent rights, and patent rights easily obtain 
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and its recent conquel'ors have many of the characteristics through polar observations. For the first the public cared Ill. CHEMISTRY AND METALLURGY.-Action of tbe C01!oer-Zinc 

Couple on Alkaline Oxy-salts. By Dr. G LADSTONE and Mr. THIBE.- of our own people. An American traveler styles the Cossack little; for the second it was at best very doubtful whether Manchester Literary and �Philosophioal Society. Decomposition of 1 Water by Iron pyrites .-New Metbod for the Determmation of BOiling the Yankee of Asia. He is energetic, thrifty, ingenious, the profit would justify the cost. And to the pertinent ques­Points. By H. C. JO�Es.-Xylophllin.-How to Improve Alloys.-Analogy between ChemIstry and Algebra. handy with tools, can turn his hand to anything, and 'is tion, What is the use of spending more money and risking 
IV. JllLECTRICITY.J.LlGHT, HEAT, ET C.-Optical Properties of Glass.- mentally as bright as the average Yankee. His necessities- more lives in that direction? the advocates of Arctic explora· The Society of Telegraph Engineers.--Electrical and Telephonic Ex-pel'iments.-New Form of Telephone, 2 illustrations.-Improved Tel- natural necessities-have been as numerous as those of the tions had little to answer that the unscientific could appre-
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V. MEDI CINE AND HYGIENE.-How to secure Good Health. The sub- of Western invention, but adds no new ones. Our inventors I has come over public feeling on this point. The most pop­
:t��i�ee�p��e���t��

y
T�·lcl�o��c��d

Lfte�1����1�ss
h�sf1.���r;����2= have revolutionized the industries, the commerce, the modes ular project in Congress and out, at thIS time, is Howgate's 

�i.
O��lat�J��c�����lD��PJ:r�i};����a�o���·���tSr:I��;-i?�i��� of living of the civilized world; the Cossack, under similar I scheme for the gcientific exploration of the regions about the 
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New York.-The" Lord of Snakes."-Shortsightedness. dowed with the same natural gifts, has conquered a mag- I made reports decidedly favoring the project, while proml 

VI. 
s�,;ii.l!.l�� �a�"a'i���.'�ei��;;-n

C��\���ifl:s�kbirdS.-Education of In- nificent country, but he lives much as his fathers lived, and nent commercial and scientific men everywhere have ex-
VII CHESS RECORD.-Frangois Andre Danican Philidor, with hIS his influence upon civilization is nil. pressed their approbation of the undertaking. 
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