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WANTED: A LEGAL PROCESS FOR CONFISCATING
INVENTIONS.

Seriously, a legal process for the confiscation of certain
kinds of property is just now urgently called for. It isvery
much needed—by afew rattle-brained extremists of the com-
munistic sort, do you say?

We do not mean them. They are neither numerous
enough nor influential enough to be taken account of here.
The parties now begging for legal power to seize and con-
vert to their own uses such property as they desire and do
! not wish to pay for, are not communists. They have a most
Iwholesome respect for tangible property. They are clear-
 headed business men, and rank among the most honored and
I'honorable in the land.

|
| parties interested in this iniquitous scheme are great among
‘the financial and political powers; and they mean to get
~what they want. Already a bill drawn in their interest is
i before Congress, and there is no small danger of its becom-
ing a law. The property they covet is, to be sure, intellec-
tual property; but that does not change in the least the
principles involved. Nor does it lessen in the least the
wrong of the proposed robbery to describe the property to
be seized upon as ‘“abandoned and worthless.”

The logic of the would be confiscators’ plea runs some-
“what like this. Certain persons have taken out patents
which have no real or practical value, The inventions pat-
ented have never been put into successful use, either because
of imperfection or because the owners of them have not
had the meansto develop them. Bethat as it may, the pat-
ents lie undeveloped or abandoned, consequently worthless.

But these worthless patents are a serious hinderance to the :

complainants, who want to use the principles or devices they
involve in the conduct of their affairs. To be restrained
from so using them by the unexpired life of the patents, is
i to be subjected to inconvenience and serious loss. Conse-
[ quently the complainants demand that the patent law be so
changed that they may freely use these ‘“ worthless ” yet de-
sirable devices without being called upon to account there-
for to the inventors.

Speaking in behalf of railway corporations, the Chicago
Railway Review puts this plea very plainly; and argues it
with amusing unconsciousness of the circumstance that the
desire of the railway companies to confiscate and control
such patents puts the reality of their value in the plainest
possible light. If they were worthless, as alleged, nobody
would want them. After describing the disadvantages the
railways labor under in consequence of the vitality of un-
used inventions, the Review says:

i “The railroads, therefore, demand nothing but simple
justice when they ask that some modification of the law be
made which will put an end to claims made under these
abandoned patents. We will not attempt, at this time, to
suggest the exact modification which would secure thisend.
We only insist that the principle should be embodied in the
patent law in some practical form. Possibly a provision
limiting a recovery, in a suit for infringement, to damages
accruing during such periods only while the invention was
in successful public use, under direct license or authority
from the patentee or his assigns, and to such an extent as to
give general notice to all of its successful operation, would
be rufficient to accomplish the purpose.”

No doubt it would: certainly in case, as the Review in-
sists: ** This provision should be so worded that the courts
would construe the term ‘successful use’
more than a mere provisional experiment, or one especially
arranged to comply with the requirements of this act.

should be successful, not merely in the sense that a machine

I could be constructed under the patent which could be made

, to do the work for which it was designed, but that, as mat- -

"’ ter of fact, its manner of doing this work had so commend-

,ed itself to the public, that it had passed into such profitable

{ and sufticiently extended use as to entitle it to be termed a

. success in the ordinary acceptation of that term.”

' The Review suavely remarks that ‘“much more stringent
provisions could be framed;” but it considerately rests with
the above, against which it can see no ¢ just objection.”
Perhaps not: perhaps, on the other hand, inventors might.
Let us see howit would work.

* Mr. A. makes and patents an invention designed to in-
crease the cheapness, safety, or simplicity of some appliance

- or process of importance in railroading. The more valuable

_the invention the more the railroads will have to pay for the’

-use of it; we might add also, the more it will contribute to

" their prosperity, but that is beside the question. The preg-

;nant fact in this connection is that the railroads will have to
pay for the invention if they use it; and naturally they will
prefer to use it without paying.

- Now the inventor cannot build railroads for the sole pur-
pose of applying his invention. To prove it successful ““in
the ordinary acceptation of that term,” as the Review has it,
the invention must be used continuously and profitably on

some existing road. The interest of the railways lies in

iproving it not a suecess, and the proof rests entirely with
them. The invention is tried, but for obvious reasons its use
stops with ‘“a mere provisional experiment.” The railway
officials declare it a failure, and prove it such, in the eye of
the law, by declining to use it.

Subsequently the proper person in one of the railway
shops makes the required ¢ improvement,” whereby the in-
vention becomes just the thing. The ¢ improved” device

.is put upon the roads, and the companies reap their reward.
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| Impossible? Paradoxical rather, yet absolutely true. The:

S0 as to mean|

' whistle for his pay, since the law debars his recovering any-

; thing for the ¢ worthless and abandoned” prior invention,
which never passed beyond a mere preliminary trial.

¢ Candidly, the communists’ demand for a ¢ fair divide” is

rmanly and honest compared with such a roundabout legal

i confiscation of allan inventor’s rights.

* Wedo not charge the advocates of the proposed amend-
ment of the patent law with any intentional robbery: they
have merely made their demand a little too strong. It rests
with Congress to say whether progress in the sciences and
the practical arts is to be ‘“encouraged” by devices so trans-
parently unfair to inventors.

GEOGRAPHICAL PROGRESS.

i The annual address of the President of the American Geo-

graphical Society furnishes as usual an interesting review
- of the past year’s work in geographical exploration. The
_grandeur of Stanley’s achievement dwarfs all the rest to
relative insignificance; nevertheless enough else was done
"in other parts of the world to make the year a notable one
forgeography even with Stanley’s work left out.

In our own western territories and in certain portions of
South America an unusual number of expeditions for geo-

I graphical exploration have been sent out; and considerable
I good work has been done also in Central and Eastern Asia,
the Indian Archipelago, and Australia. In Asia many ex-
plorers have been at work in Palestine, Persia, Turkestan,
Thibet, China, India, and Japan. In South America Rivira
and Werthemere have explored the mountains of Peru;
Weiner has been at work in Bolivia, &nd Moreno in Pata-
gonia.
At home the explorations of the United States corps of
.engineers have been, as our readers already know, both ex-
tensive and notably successful. The same may be said of
“the surveys under the direction of Professor Hayden. Of
wuore immediate interest to ourselves has been the resurvey
of the eastern portion of our own State. The triangulation
has been carried through the eastern central part of the
State, covering an area of 38,000 square miles between the
Hudson river and the sources of the Mohawk, as far west as
Utica, and embracing parts of eleven counties. During the
coming season the triangulation will be carried across the
entire State. The work is of the highest order of accuracy,
every important point being located with absolute precision.
Thus far the survey has not found a single town where it
was represented to be on the old maps, many of them being
a mile out of the way.

In Central America the reconnoissance of Lieutenant
Wiyse of the French navy has exploded the reports which
the French have held to (in spite of the abundant testimony
of American explorers to the contrary) that a ship canal
without locks was possible across the Isthmus of Darien.
His conclusion is that no navigable channel is possible be-
tween Tuyra and the Otrato without locks or tunneling.
The researches of Dr. Le Plongeon among the ruins of
Chichen Itza, Uxmal, and Aké in Yucatan, and on the once
famous islands of Azumel and Mujeres, are mentioned with
commendation; and the doctor’s claims to the discovery of
written and other evidence of communication between the
people of Yucatan and the ancient people of the west coast
of Africa are favorably noticed.

No real work was done in Arctic regions; considerable at-

i tention, however, is given to Barry’s reports with regard to
| the finding of relics of Sir John Franklin’s ill-fated expedi-
tion, near the Gulf of Boothia, north of Hudson’s Bay. Sir

A . Leopold McClintock has intimated to the British Admiralty

- that Barry’s story is not worth much; Justice Daly, on the
other hand, isconvinced that Barry not only means to tell
the truth, but has a sufficient acquaintance with Esquimaux
speech to make his report of Esquimaux stories trustworthy.
He believes, further, that the information Barry gives is
sufficient to justify the sending of an expedition to exam-
ine the spot where the Netchelli say the white men died, and
where their cairn is containing books and papers.

Stanley’s conquest of the Congo is next reviewed at great
length, and his course in fighting his way, when opposed, is
unreservedly justified. Summing up the whole of Stanley’s
work in Africa, the speaker said, ‘It may truthfully be
said that no man has ever, in explorations upon the land,
done so much for the acquisition of geographical informa-
tion,” and with respect to the Congo and the Nile, *“ He
_has solved an enigma that has attracted the attention of the
world for ages, and has fixed his name in the foremost rank
of geographers, explorers, and travelers.”

——— A — -
A CONGRESSIONAL SCIENTIFIC EXPEDITION.

The Senate Committee on Commerce has reported favor-
ably a bill to authorize the granting of an American register
to a foreign built ship for the purposes of the Woodruff
Scientific Expedition. The bill has already passed the
House of Representatives; and it operates to enable the pro-
jectors of the above named scheme to purchase a vessel
abroad and sail her wherever they choose under the na-
tional protection. The measure also virtually gives na-
.tional recognition to the project as of superior scientific
- importance.

In view of the foregoing, the New York 7'ribune has
‘made a careful investigation of all the circumstances attend-
' ing the inception and progress of the scheme, and publishes
"a long and detailed account thereof,

"~ A couple of bankrupt adventurers who had failed disas-

MUNN & CO., 37 Park Row, New York. i Meantime the real inventor is out in the cold. He may trously in one of the real estate schemes common in the
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