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DISGUST. I point of view, as, for example, its habits, its physiological 

A remarkable and ingenious analysis of the sensation of 

I 
nature, its use to the farmer, etc., then the sentiment of dis­

disgust and the causes to which it is owing, has recently ap- gust vanishes. Similarly, in works of art, where the domi­
peared in the Revue des Deux Mondes, over the signature ofM. \ nant idea may be one which naturally would cause disgust, 
Charles Richet. We regret that our limited space precludes '[ yet the idea may be so combined with others that the feeling 
notice of the wealth of illustrative instances which the author is not experienced, but, on the contrary, the general impres­
brings forward to negative the old saying, and to reach a re- sion is agreeable. 
sult which shows that, if "there is no accounting for taste," 

I 
To sum up, disgust is an instinctive sentiment of self-pro­

there is at least a very plausible accounting for distaste. The tection, variable with the species, and according to the ali­
reasoning, however, of which we have prepared the follow- i mentation, habits and education of individuals. It is the con­
ing summary, is well worth consideration: 1 sequence of heredity, but it is an imperfect instinct, since it 
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are not essential qualities of objects. Such attri- scribed, may sometimes be heated to 275° or 300° Fah. with­
butes are a portion of our own perception. This is evident out the water boiling; when, however, the boiling com­
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organs. Itterness no more eXIsts m stryc nme t an oes liquids has been proved by varIOus trIa s. 0, or mstance, 
pain in a knife or redhot iron. Yet strychnine seems to be when chloroform, which, when heated by itself, boils at 142°, 
bitter and the knife cut painful; and in these sensations is poured in a solution of chloride of zinc, brought to the 
nature provides us with a safeguard against the dangers of same specific gravity by proper dilution, the chloroform 
both. Similarily, reptiles dangerous to man inspire us with globules will remain suspended and the solution of chloride 
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