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FORCE ANALYZED. accelerating force is not a physical idea at all, we have yet 
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A good many honest but misguided people have expressed 
the belief that the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN has been too severe 
in its remarks about spiritualistic frauds, delusions, and 
the like. Particularly disagreeable to such people has been 
our characterization of spiritualism as a mixture of self-de
ception, knlvery, and craze. Weare pleased therefore to 
find our diagnosis sustained by so _ excellent a medical 
authority as the London Lancet, which goes even further 
than we have presumed to, and raises a warning voice against 
those who are in any way party to such spurious manifesta
tions of the psychological instinct. The Lancet does not 
hesitate to say that the practice of gathering neurotic people, 
at what are politely called 8eance8, for the purpose of holding 
converse with denizens of the spirit world, is so debilitating 
to the mind and so debauching to the moral sense that it 
needs to be stigmatized in terms at once trenchant and de
CISIve. "To speak plainly, while strong·brained beings 
may indulge in this form of dissipation without more serious 
consequences than perhaps a trifling weakness of memory, 
minds of less robust mould may suffer severely. Anything 
more perilous than the custom of permitting young persons 
of either sex to participate in this abuse of mind power it 
would be difficult to conceive." 

Particularly blamable, the Lancet thinks, is the President 
of the "Psychological Society " and other patrons and leaders 
of "the last new craze." They ought to know better than 
to give their countenance and support to a pursuit in which 
weaker heads are in dang:r of being turned., to their perma_ 
nent injury. Already mischief, perhaps irreparable mis· 
chief, has been wrought. "Minds that have hitherto done 
wonderfully well in the world are showing signs of weakness. 
The worry of trying to be quite sure whether there is a force 
outside the material world, which will bridge over the gulf 
between the present and the past-those who now tread the 
earth, and those who have passed out of normal sight and 
hearing-is beginning to tell on the mental strength of some 
who have been lured into the toils of a psychology, which IS 
no longer a science, because it has cast adrift the principles 
of Nature and elects to run riot in vain imaginings and idle 
conceits." 

These are hard words, but they certainly are neither unjust 
nor unnecessary. As symptoms of mental degradation, the 
recent actions and utterances of several once straightfor
ward and sensible English scholars are surely painful 
enough to warrant any protest, however forcible, against the 
encouragement of such unsamtary pursuits and speculations. 

lIEDICAL PROGRESS OF THE PAST YEAR. 
In accordance with its custom, the Lancet begins the new 

year with an extended review of the notable events of the 
past twelvemonth in the world of medicine and its allied 
sciences. From the thirty-six columns devoted to this valu· 
able summary of progress, thc following items are especially 
worthy of remembrance. 

In the department of anatomy and physiology, several im
portant advances may be noted. M. Malasses has continued 
ills researches in connection with t� blOOd, and has intro· 
duced the new term blood-corpuscle capacity, to designate the 
quotient obtamed on dividing the number of blood corpuscles 
in an animal by the weight of the animal in grammes. Thus 
a rabbIt, weighing 2,450 grammes and having 919,450 millions 
of blood corpuscles, has a blood corpuscle capacity of 375 
millIons. It is worthy of notice that the blood corpuscle 
capacity of carnivora, in consonance with their more active 
metamorphosis of tissue and manifestations of lIfe, is much 
greater than that of herbivora. Heretofore the pressure or 
the blood has always been estimated by manometers in·· 
troduced into the larger blood vessels. Dr. Kries has 
ingemously shown that the pressure in the capillaries may 
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