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of subtractions. It takes very little practice to render any
one expert in this method, which combines the advantages
of quickness and accuracy. By preparing cards from time
to time, a8 occasion requires, one will find that he has, ere
long, a pretty good stock of numbers, which, if carefully iu-
dexed, will prove very serviceable. The valuesof a few use-
ful factors are appended :

Reduction of pounds to kilogrammes: Pounds x 0454,

Reduction of kilogrammes to pounds: Kilogrammes X2 205,

Reduction of inches to meters: Inches X 000254,

Reduction of meters to inches: Meters x 39:37.

Reduction of square feet to square meters: Square feet X
0-0929.

Reduction of square meters to square feet: Square meters

X 10°76.

Reductinn of cubic feet to cubie meters : Clubic feet X 0028,

Reduction of cubic meters to cubic feet: Cubic meters x &
3532.

Reduction of U, 8. gallons to cubic feet: U. S, gallonsx ;
0'134. ;
Reduction of cubic feet to 7. 8. gallons : (‘ubic feet X 7'48. ‘

|

Reduction of imperial gallons to cubic feet: Imperial gal-
lons X 0'1604.

Reduction of cubic feet to imperial gallons: Cubic feet x
625.

Reduction of U. S. gallons to imperial gallons: U. S, gal-
JonsX 0-834.

Reduction of imperial gallons to U. 8. gallons: Imperial
gallons x1°2.

-t

ABOUT two thirds of the New State Capitol at Albany,
N. Y., is now completed. The building thus far has cost
$£5,000,000, and it is estimated that about $7,000,000 more
will be required to finish it entirely. If the State Legisla-
ture appropriate funds promptly, there is a prospect of the.
roof being in place by May, 1876.

_m%trmt American and  foreign Patents, |

Improved Safety Lock for Elevators.

Henry Carlile, Steubcnville, Ohio.—This invention consists in pro-
viding an elevator with a pair of clamping jaws, which are actuated
hy the weight of the cage to seize the guides and arrest the down-
ward movement of the carriage whenever the lift rope slacks or ;
breaks. By the novel means employed in effecting this purpose, all
chance of accident is removed, while the carriage may be held auto-
matically at different elevations and stories. It seems admirably
calculated for use in eounection with the elevators employed by
hotels, warehouses, and stores.

Improved Feed Wated Heater and Wilter.

George F. Jasper, Freeburgh, Tl.--The supply pipepasses down-
ward through and beneath the flitering material, and the water
discharged therefrom passes upward through tlie said material, and
flows over into a scries of sediment troughs or pans, and thence
into the heating tank proper,from which it is conveyed to the
boiler. The arrangement of the filter below the tankincreasesthe
surface available for application of heat in the furnace, when de-
sired ornecessary, as well as gives easy access to it for removal of
thesediment when the furnace is fired up.

Improved Seed Planter.

Jacob R. Sample, Liberty, Miss.—This invention relates to the simn-
ultaneous distribution of comminuted manures and cotton or other
seed, and consists in a peculiar shapo of the opening and covering
plows, together with the standards hy which they are attached to
the frame. This insures great uniformity and accuracy in the appli-
cation both of seed and manure to the soli.

Improved Rotary Harrow and Roller,

Louis Belly, St. Anne, Ill.—This is an finprovement in cultivating
machines wherein rotary harrowsare employed. The novel feature
consists in an arrangement of parts whereby the hairows are sup-
ported entirely by the rollers and front wheels of the frame, and !
the revolution of the barrows arrested when raised from the"
ground. '

Improved Stereoscope, !

Absalom H. McClintockand Henry J. W. Barker, Fort Scott, Kan.
—This is an improved stereoscopic apparatus designed especially for
use in object teaching in classes, so constructed that a copy of the
picture may bebeforeeach pupil. All the pictures may thus be ex-
hibited, replaced by others, and moved to bring them into focus at
the same time and by the same operation. Several pairs of lenses
are arranged in a box, and the picturesare raised and held before
the former by suitable devices. The supporting frame moves trans-
versely to bring each picture into focus.

Improved Bale,Tle.

Sewall J. Leach, Tuscaloosa, Ala.—A plate with a right-angled
flange at each end is attached to one end of the hoop, and isa little
narrower than the breadth of the latter. The flange is notched
transeversely on the inner faces to lock the free end of the hoop,
which is correspondingly notched on its edges to fit the notches of
the flanges. The latter are inclined in the direction to cause the
hoop to draw to the bottom of the space between the flanges, and .
thuslnsure the holding of it 80 as not to work loose. There is also
aloop on one end of the tie for the free end of the hoop to pass
through, to be kept in position at the time of fastening until secured
by the notches.

Locomotive Attaehment for TowlnZz Canal Soats,

Charles Howard, New York city.—The driving wheels of the loco- .
motive are constructed witha V-shaped groove in the periphery, so
as to bring thebearing diagonally on the sides of rails without touch-
ing the tops. This adds to the traction in proportion to the angle or
sharpnessof the groove. The towingbars areappliedon the bottom
of the frame, are pivoted equidistant from the wheels near the cen-
ter of the frame, and are of curved shape, extending beyond the
wheels. Theyare bent at their ends into upward and slightly for-
ward turned hooks, and swing toward the canal, allowing thereby a
free adjustment to the different positions of the towing line. Suita-
ble guide piece3 applied to the bottom of the frame control the
swing of the tow bars, and a spring forces the lattersideways, when
there is no strain on them, preventing the obstruction of the track
by theslackened tow line.

Improved Corn Coverer and Cultivator.

James Copeland, Bloomingdale, Ohio.—The vertical arm of a stan-
dard is slotted to receive a wheel that supports the forward part of
the maehine when adjusted as a coverer or double shovel plow.
When the maehine is to be used as a cultivator, the standard may be
removed and replaced by a similar standard, the lowerarm of which

is without a slot, is curved slightly forward, and has a hole formed
through it to recsive 2 bolt for holding a cultivator plow.

Improvement In Manufacturing Shoes,

Charles F. Hill, Baltimore, Md.—T'his invention consists in a shoe
in which an insole, receiving the lasting nalls, is covered by another
insole, and the whole united by a linc of stitching passing through
the outer sole, upper, and the two soles.

Improved Office Door Plate.

Thomas S. Kennard, Exeter, N. H.—1‘his invention consists in the
application of tiine-indicating wheels and an inscribed slide to a
slotted recessed plate, in such a manner that, when said slide isin a
certain position, thedevlce will indicate that the occupant of the
oftice is out, and also the time of his return: and when in another
position, that he is in, the name of the day of the week being indi-
cated and the wheels locked in position in cach case.

Improved Hydraulic Safety Valve,

John F. Taylor, Charleston, S. C.—This invention relates to certain
improvements in hydraulic safety valves, whereby the valve is
weighted with great convenience and facility by the luid employed.
It consists in a valve chamber provided with openingsin its seat

' connecting with the escape pipe, in combination with a valve having

different areas of pressure upon its opposite sides, the chambers
upon the opposite sides of the valve being connected by a channel

' through thc valve, so thatthe unit of precssure upon the valve is the

difference between the opposite areas of pressure.
Improved Combined Hoc and Chopper,

Charles H. Gaylord, Osceola, Ark.—This invention consists in
a tool by whichthe workman may cut up the soil on cach side of a
rowof plants as he passes along,andthen, giving it a half revolution,

: cut the weeds or surplus plants in the front and rear; the firstopera-

tion being effected by a chop toward himself, while the second is
produced by a chop from himself. The construction of the tool is
such that the two effects are secured without changing the position
of the workman, consequently with much lesslabor and fatigue,as
well as with n great saving of time.

Improved Extension Table Slide.

James Plenkharp, Columbus, Ohio.—The grooved slidesare con-
nected by castings of angular form, with a dovetailed base. The
lower half of each casting is provided with a projection or shoulder
at its angle, the same being notchcd to receive a fastening screw or
nail. Thus the castings are secured to the slides without being
weakened and hence rcndered liable to break at their angle, under
thcstrain put uponthemby the weight or pressurc supported by the

i table top.

Inmproved Car Coupling.

Henry C. Chapman,Port Jervis.N.Y.—The outerend of the coupling
link is raised or lowered by u looped rod, in which the link rests, and

! by which the said link may be elevated or depressed to suit the va-
" rious hights of diawheads on diff erent cars. By having a recess made

in the face of the drawhcad, into which the looped rod which sup-
ports the link may recede when the cars bump together, the said rod
is prevented from bcing injured in the collision. The loop rod is
suspended from a U crank of a long rod which extends across the
end of the car, und which is readily turned from the side of the
latter.

Improved Clamplng Attachinent for Tinners’® NMa»

chines. :

william H. Burnett, Staunfordviile, N. Y.—A standard is cast with a
rlbled socket-shaped top part and clamp screw for supporting irinly
the operating machine parts, and with an enlarged base. For the
purpose of dispensing with the permanent attachment of the stand-
ards, and for making them detachable, nstrong clamping device,
with circular top part titting closcly around the base of the standard,
i{s applied by a clamping screw. ‘Che standard may be secured to
any part of the bench, and also turned readily intoany direction
over and beyond the latter.

Improved Blind Bridle.

Francis Schwalm, Clarksville, Cal.—This invention consistsin form-
ing the cheek pieces of the bridle so that they operate as cranks on
the blinds, which blinds are attached to their upper ends. By mcans
of this improvement, the blinds may, at the wlll of the driver, be
druwn tightly over, and so as to close the horse’s eye,and held in
that position until the danger is passed.

Improved Exhaust Regulator,

Charles C. Gregory, Fredericton, Can.—As the steam enter? a re-
ceiver it forces up a spring piston. It then expand& until the press-
ure is equal to that atthe nozzle, when the spring will begin to react
on the steam, and, while steam remalns in the receiver to be forced
out, will maintain a continuous uniforn blastatthenozzle. A valve
in the nozzle s provided for opening and closing it, to regulate the
escape by opening the passage wider when the greatest pressure
existsin the receiver, and closing it when the pressure decreases.
This valve i3 operited by the piston. In case the steam should, at

; any time, enter the receiverin excess of the means of escape by

this apparatus, the excess will be automatically allowed to escape
through a pipe by the opening of a valve lifted by the piston, when
the last arrives at a certain predeterinined hight.

Improved Gas Beater and Condenser,

Sylvanus Warren, New York city.—This is an improved appara-
tus, to be placed between the exhauster and the purifier of a gas-
making mechanism, for beating or scrubbing the gas, and condens-
ingfrom it the tar and ammonia. By suitable constiuction, while
the gas is passingthroughthe central compartment of a drum, cold,
tepid, or warm water or air may be forced through the end com-!:
partments and small connecting pipes, to regulate the temperature |
of the gas as it passes to the purifter.

Innproved Shingle Bolting Machine.

willilam A. Fletcher, Beaumnont, Texas.—The pivoted rest for the
bolt is provided with two clamps, operated by a single shaft, having
rightand left screw threads. Said clamps are worked by a single
crank for opening and closing them.

Improved Steak Tenderer.

Daniel J. Shults, Mount Union, Pa.—This is a device by which
steaksmay be easily andrapidly made tender. It consists of two
toothed plates, which are hinged at one end, to be adjustable to
greater or less thickness of steak, and closed by means of a lever
with sectional pinion pivoted to the inner plate, and gearing with a

toothed stationary arin of the lower plate. Both plates are carried °

toward each other by swinging the lever to the front, and act with
considerable power on the steak placed between them.

Improved Target andToy Pistol.

Warren Lyon, Mamaroneck, N, Y.—The first invention is a toy,
for use with pea shooters and the like, for the amusement of chil-
dren. It consists of two or more self-adjusting targets of equal
weight, arranged on the ends of radial arms of equal lengthsecured
to u rotary shaft. The targct is self-righting, and may include sev-
ernl grotesque figures. The same inventor has al3o devised a toy
pistol which may be used in connection with the toy target just
described. A pistonis arranged in the barrel, and its rod connected
at the rear end with a lever. The rod has a colled spring on it to
throw the piston forward. The lever is arranged in a vertical slot
in the breech, above which it projects. The lower end has a notch

below the pivot, in which a spring catch drops to hold the piston

spring, and to be used for tripping it by the trigger. A stop is com-
bined with the spring catch and trigger, to prevent damage to the

l catch by pulling the trigger too hard.
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Improved Grain Separator.

John Gordon, St. Catherine’s, Can.—The novel feature in thisin-
vention is a hinged valvewhich may be arranged to connect at
will the carrier boardleading to thedischarge with the carrier board
leading to the suction channel. Thisis useful in case the separation
of thc wheat into lighter and heavier grades is not desired.

Improved Pump.

J. C. Chambers and S. Chambcrs, Dallas, Texas.—This invention
consists in combining, with three bottom-valved cylinders, thrce
valved connecting pipes, and a singledischarge pipe, three differcn-
tial pistons, of which one is always forcing water into the discharge
pipe. This produces a continuous and uniform flow of water, and
not only greatlylessens the time usually rcquired, but also very con-
siderably diminishes the labor.

Improved Sack Scale.

Pascal P. Parker, Parkersburgh, Iowa, assignor to himself and
Milton I. Powers, same place.—Tothc inner edge of the seale pan
are attached two standards, to which is secured an oval band hav-
ing an inwardly projecting flangc formed upon its lower edge, and
which is provided with an open spring ring for supporting a bag,
and holding the mouth open while being filled.

Improved Land Roller.

BenjJamin 8. Healy, Cohocton, N. Y.—The new feature in this in-
vention is an nrrangement of the double tree and draft bars where-
by the draft will always be applied to the front part of the frnune
in whatever position the tongue may agsume,

DECISIONS OF THE COURTS.

United States Circuit Court.~~District of Massachu~
setts.

PAPER BOX PATENT.—UNION PAVER BAG WACHINE. COMPANY . LUTHER

CRAXX ef «l.
[Before Cliford and Lowel), J. J.—May Term, A.D. 18il—to wit: Octoher

6, 1874.1

Lowell, J.:

The bill {8 brought under section 58 of the consolldated Patent Actof 18i1,
16 Stat., 207, alleging that the plaintifis own a patent granted to them Decem-
ber24, 1872, au assignees of Lorenzo I). Benner, for an improvement{n paper
ba;s. of which said Benner was the uvrikinal and first Inventor; that the
defcodante hold a patent dased Ichruary 20, 1812, foran {mprovernent alleRed
to have been invented by Luther C, {'rawell; that the patents loterfere, gnd
the plaintifts pray that the patent of the defendrnts imay br declared veid.

The answer dénles that Benner was the orlginal and tirst inventor of the
improvement patented to the plalntifis; {nslsts that Crowell was the inventot
of that held by the defcndants; does not explicltly confess or deny the inter-
ference between the two, and conelndexs with a Dhrayer that the platntlys
patent may be adjudged vold.

It appeal's to us, on a comparison of thc spccifications, thiat they descrihe
and claim the samc inventlon, and the evidence proves that the plalntiffs
intended that their patent should cover the sanic £rvund as the defendants,
The Patent Ofiee decided in favor of the plaintlffs, after an interference hirl
been regularly declared with Crowell’s batent, which had alrcady issue t:
upon the hearing, Crowell produced no evidence excepting hisown state-
ment,and Benner examined several witnesses, aud both partles were heard in

ment.
arﬁ oposnte of law arc taken by the plalnt{ifs: First, thaz the dccislon of the
Patent OfMicelstinal between these parties; second, that the defendants are
estopped by the statement made hy xhelrassignor Crowell to the Fatent Oftice
respecting the date of hls inventlon to intruduee cvidence in thi.s causc carry-
ing his inventlon back to an earller time than that which he specitled in that
statement.

1. 'l['he decision of the Patent Offiee {8 never final upon the question of the
novelty or priority of an invention. 'L'he rule may have heen adopted at tirst
from a consideration of the ez-Parie character o the broceedIngs at Wash-
{ngton, but it has never b een confined, as 18 now maintainedby the plajnt i s,
{n cabes in which nocont est was had; and it s obvious that {t canuut e so
limited, because, {f one party to an Interferenceis concluded as agalnst the
other party, the result may be that the patent ! valld as against him, which
is voufngainat all the rest of the world. If, for instance, Crowell’s Inven-
tion was, in fact, earlier than that patented to the glalntlﬂx. the latter patenl
isconceded to be void a3 against every one who had no hearing before the
Patent. Office, while the defendants' patent would he void ax akainxt 1he
plaintifts, andall persons clalming under them; so that the only herson who
could not practice the Invention would {)e he who had muade it, and hls
assignees,

The statute §a not amblguous. 1t gives a court of caulty pewer to declde
between inter ering patents without any exception or imftatifon. This I8
substantially a re-enactment of section 16 of the act of 1836, under wtiich Mr.
Justice Nelson §s sald to have decided the very point. Atklnson ve. Board-
man; Lawa‘gmnigq title, Construction of Statutes 13. See, also, scction 50 of

act of 1870.
th]% the act of 1 93, Jnterfering applicatlons were to be passed upon by three
arbi{‘rmurn. wod upon thilasct Mr, Justice Story sald:

T'he awnrd or decislon of the arbltrators would have been final hetween the
partiesonly g0 far as respected the %rauuug of the patcnt. ]

The sole obfect of such au award 18 to ascertaln who {8 prima.facie entitled
to the patent. But, when once obtained, itis llable toberepealed ordestroVved
by preelsely the same {,mcess a8 {f {t was Issued without opposition. Stearns
es. Barret!, 1 Mason, 173, 4.

Upop reason$ng and authority, then, thu new patent granted after a hear-
ing merely makes out a prima.facie case for the plaintiffs, shifting the pre-
sumdptlou that would otherwise exist from the earlier date of the defendants®

eed.
dzez There §8 no ground for h!ding the statement of Crowell an estoppel. It
was not made to the plaintiffy, norinfemded to influeuce thelr getion,and the
eviden ce 18 nlgar that ihey did not act uponit.

We have exumlned, with preat care, the evldence concerning priority of
F{,ve“uun. and ate of oplalon that Crowell was the true and frat ioventar.

e npelected Lis cawe Uefore the Patent Oftee, and the examloers were Jedd e
belleve that be mightiave obtalned hints orsuggestionsfrom the drawingsof
Benner for a patent that was {sAued to him a sliort time before that of Crow-
eﬁ. ftiu true,ttiose drawings were left with Mr. Coffin, one of thc persons
snterested jn Crowel)’'s Snvention, and In the shop wlicre Crowell was at work
on ?ﬂs machines; but the evidence in thls case does not prove that any use was
made of them, but tends to prove the contrary. Buta wholly decisive con-
s{derstion, as to which the course of proceedings before the Patent Omiee led
the examiners Into error, is that those drawings do not contain the Invention,
and , If 1hey had been seen and studledh{ Croweli, would he no answer to his
claimof prizrity. This f8 now admitted by the pialntiffe, and was wcll known
to them while Lthe Interference was golng on. a8 s{ICaTa by a letter from their
counsel to the president of the company, which they have printed on page 41
of the record. Asthelr ar%ument hefore the PatentOffiee{x ot given, we do
not know whether the admission was made at that time; but the fact that the
decislon was very largely Snfluenced by this mistake f8 shown by the record,
and must detract Touch from the welght of the adjudication.

pon rfhe pr?ncipal oint of fact we are well satisfled, not only that Crowell's
{nvention was actuaily made by him, but that It was completéd {n 1867, The
plaintiffs, not denylng that Crowell made the Inventlon, {nsist that he wos not
the first inventor, and have Introduced evidence which Lhiy relyupontoprove
that Benner made it In 1868, and that Crowell was not ear(ler than 1871, The
defendants, on the other hand, inslst that they have thrown doubt upon the
claim of qen er to have madetheinventlon at all, thoth he moy have ap-
nroached it, As weare satisfied that Crowel!l reallymadc Lhe invention before
Benner or any of his witnesses say that Bennerrlnadelt. we have not examined

Decree for defendants.
United States Circuit Court.~==-Dlstrict of New
Jersey.

the question whether Benner ever made it atall,

FLUTING MACHINE PATENT. —8USAN R. KNOX €/ al. v$. ARTAUR H°
LOWEBEE et ai,

[In equity.]

Nixon, J.:
i The bill filed In thls case charges the defendantewithinfringingfour differ-
ent patents belonging to the cemplainants—to wit :
1.%atent {ssued to Susan R. Knox and w. D. Corrlster, April 3, 1866,and
refssued to Susan R. Knox, assignee, April 1, 1870, No. 3,681
2. Patent$spued toSusan R. Knox, Novewber 20, 1866, and refssued to her
Agrll 26, 1870, No, 3,038.
. Patentissued to Sainuel G. Cabel), July 17, 1866, and relssued to Flora B.
! Cabel),aspignee, March 1, 1870, No. 3:856. i 8
4. Patent{ssued to Flora B. Cabel), asslgnec, Nuvcruher10, 1868. No, 83,94,
and relssued to Flora B. Cabell and Susan K. Knox, assignees, November 28,
No. 4,658.
18;“}'16 defendants,inthieiranswer,deny the valldity of thege patents on various
rounde. They a\lege that the complainants were not the or{glnal and first
1 ventors of the sald snventions or of any material or essentlal parts thereof:
thattnere wes a priorknowledke, use, and publicsale, In many parts of the
Enited States, of machines cmbodylng all the principles and comblnations
" clalmed as new by the complainants’; that the {nventlon had been mentioned
and descrlbed In certain printed publicatlons; that there had been an ahon-
.donment by the inventor to the ;I)ubllc; and that. there hng bcen no {nfringc-
| ment by tbe defendants of the rights and priviiexes alleRed in the bill to he
: aecufcd to the complainants by thelr scyveral letters patent.
i the Courtl:
: Kepgtgryxteeeh eld to have made his Inventlon when he had 2 machine embo-
dying it completed and {n operation and aetual use, though the use was pri-

te.
“ne)gy in Allnk an application 18 no Eraund for charF{lnF the inventor with
abandonment if he was residipg $n the l:isuvrectionary States during the war,

Making the lower roll In a fluting machine adjustable 18 an [nfringemcnt of
a patent for making the upper roll adjustable by similar means and for the
sallle purposes.

Making the roll adjustable by meansof a rackand pinion instead of a screw
is also an infringement.

Decree for the complainants against the defendants for the infringement of
the first and third clalms of the reissued patent No. 8,856, and of the firstand
second clalms of thereissue No. 4,653 but without costa.

iJ. J. Coombsand F. W. Leopnard, for complainants.
N. Perry, Jr., fordefendants. |
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