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AN ORNAMENTAL GOURD. 

J titutifit jmeritJu. 
over a spirit lamp, n o  ebullition at all occurred for a very 
long space of time, and then it took place very suddenly and 
continued. 

343 

the bouquet, which not only serves to set off tbe rosebud to 
the best advantage, but also contrasts well with the foliage 
previously used. If it were a necessity that bardy plants be 

• ••• • employed in making up such bouquets, some well selected 

BalloonIng ExperIments. leaves from thalictrum minu8 would prove such an efficient 

The exceedingly graceful plant whicb is sbown in our il

ll.lstration is a miniature gourd, the seeds of which were 

brought from A fliea to Europe by Sir Samuel Baker, wbo 

states that the plant. when in a wild condition, covers dwarf 

trefS and shrubs witb its slender climbing sboots, wbicb are 

loaded at every joint with pretty little fruits, whicb, in a 

young sta!.I), ftre bright green, striped and spotted witb wbite; 

but which. when ripe, change to scarlet, a color wbicb sets 

off the white spots and pencilings to increased advantage. 

The fruits, ns will be seen, arc borne in clusters of about 

t.hrce or fOltr together. The foliage, being of a distinct shade 

Captain H. B. Digbt recently ascended in his balloon substitute for the maidenh�ir that ninety-nine people out of 

Fairy from Wolverhampton, to illustrate the action of his a hundred would regard it as a fern, and not as a leaf from 

steering apparatus prior to his experimental trip across the I a flowering plant. Those who do not possess means for 

English Channel, for which he announces he has arranged growing adiantum cuneatum are strongly recommended to 

witb the British government. Thfl ascent occasioned much I cultivate the hardy tlialictrum, which does best in a caka.· 

interest-, and drew together many thousands of spectators. I reou� or magnesian soil. 

The ascent, however, was not a success. In a torn state, the --------...... >4.� ...... _-____ _ 

of green, renders tbe plant effective, even wben 
l1(\t ill fruit. It has been grown in a melon bouse, 
in which i� quickly covered a large trellis, and 
became loaded witb fruits wbicb, were it not for 
their white marblings, might easily be mis
taken for those of 80laman capmcastrum. Some 
of the African tribes use tbe long slender sboots 
of this gourd for garlands and head dresses, 
pUl'poses for which its habitof growtb eminent· 
ly fits it. J,ong festoons of it, laden with fruit, 
might be usefully employed for garnishing 
stands on the dinner table, or tbe sprays of 
crimson fruit might be allowed to bang natu
rally and gracefully from the margins of orna
ment-al vases. Hourcls of this description. says 
n corre�pondent of the English Garden, well 
deserve more attention than tbey have hitber
to had. 

-----... _ ... -----

.ro�. 

Angus Smitb gives an account of a remark
Rble fog observed at Heikjavik. in Iceland. It 
appears that, on a bright afternoon in July, 
"as soon as we left tbe house, a cloud came 
dowu a street from southwardR, anci some one 
said: ' Let us cross out of the way of the dust.' 
I looked more carefully, and, finding the cloud 
moving very slowly on the ground, concluded 
that it 'vas smoke from a chimney, but smoke 
mixed with larger particles tban we generally 
see. Gradually it came to us; tbere 'Was no 
smell, but a distinct chill." 

Perceiving that it was a fog, Dr. Smith 
a�cen(j�d a rising ground, and saw the fog rising 
out of tlle small lake behind the town, and 
rolling into the streets very slowly. A similar 
fog rose from the sea, and rolled also into the 
town. Hence it appeared tbat tbe wind had 
nothing \0 do with the matter, but that both 
fogs rolled because they were too lleavy to re

main suspended. The peculiarity of the fog 
was in the size of its particles, larger than any 
tbe author had ever before seen, and which he 
estimates at from 4hr to (f-b of an inch in di
a meter, in the flatness with which it fell on the 
ground, and in its lumbering mode of rolling, 
whence all observers at first took it for dust. 
The author found that the particles were per
fectly spherical, and not bollow, but concrete 
throughout. "They all tended downwards, 
they were falling, evidently; it was a falling 
dew, or a slight incipient rain, rapidly disap-
pearing into the earth." Dr. Smith adds: "It seemed evi
dent to me that, to make a distinction absolute between fog, 
min, and dew, was a waste of words. There is a broad ob
�ervable distinction, but no narrow line, and we cannot tell 
the end or beginning of either." 

Examining the common opinion of the vesicular nature of 
clouds and mists, he declares tbat it " rests on a foundation 
too weak to be worth much attention." A vague notion that 
the globules of fog are ana.logous to soap bubbles seems to 
lie at the foundation. Dr. Smith has repeated the experi
ments of Saussure, but without meeting with any signs of 
vesicularity. "Indeed." he remarks, in summing up, "I 
see no reason for going far for a mode of keeping clouds up. 
Times without number I have observed, on calm Bummer 
evenings, a cloud of smoke from a steamboat funnel lying 
for m iles in l ength at a hight very little different from tbat 
of the funnel out of which it issued. _ At other 
times I have found the smell of a cigar, used by a person 
fully a quarter of a mile off, over the road, at about the same 
hight- as his mouth, nothing being visible. In these cases, 
lllt\'e we anything to look to but the size of the particles? 
They ure so small that their resistance to the atmosphere is 
diminished to its utmost, as t.he resistance of the air is in
creased so much, in proportion to tbe weigbt, that tbey can
not fall rapidly." 

••••• 

CurIosIties or Ebu.Utlon. 

Dr. T. L. l'lJipsoll, in the Chemical NelD8, says that water, 
s\I'OJlgly acidified with hydrochloric acid, and containing a 
small quantity of benzole, was found to enter into violent 
ebnllition every sixty seconds; after a while tbe boiling 
ceased completely, and then recommenced suddenly every 
thirty seconds for some time. The flask still being kept over 
:he spirit lamp, the periods between quiescence and violent 
ebullition dropped to twenty, ten, and finally to eight se
conds, 8t which interval the pbenomenon continued for some 
conRidl'rahle time. The temperature of the vapor in the 
flask was 214" Fah., in tbe liquid 218", during th� wh'lle 
time of the experiment. 

\Vhen methyl alcohol was added to the above mixture of 
water, h�'drochloric acid. and benzole, and the flask placed 

BRYANOPSIS LACINIOSA. 

balloon and steering machinery fell in a neighboring meadow, 
after Captain Dight had heen in great jeopardy . 

••••• 

A SPRING BUTTON HOLE BOUQUET. 
The tasteful arrangement of a small bouquet of cboice 

flowers, shown in the annexed engraving, is made up of a leaf 
of lily of the valley at the back, upon which lies one spray 
of that flower mixed with four or five very small pieces of 
maidenhair fern. These portions of a frond are so arranged 
that they break the hard outline of the leaf behind them, 

and also tone down its bright gnen by thf>ir glaucous shade 
of color. In front of these is placed a fine thickly petallt'd 
bud of climbing Devolliensis rose. Tllis, of courRe, has bern 
properly wired, and slightly blown open. The base of t1:e 
bud is concealed by two well chosen leaves from a fairy rOEe, 
by 'Which means another shade of green is )ntroduced into 
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CO�TAGE HORTICULTURE. 
THE SELECTION OF OUTDOOR PLANTS. 

The choice of flowering plants, suitable for 
culture in the limited space usur.lly avltilable 
for the above purpose, is comparatively limit
ed, because of the many qualifications requisite 
to each plant: for instance, its hight, the length 
of its blooming period, and tbe color of its 
bloom. For if the flowers in a bed are of ir
regular hight, part of the bloom must be hid. 
If the arrangement of the color of the bloom 
is inharmonious, the effect will be anything 
but pleasing to the eye; and the more of the 
plants which are in bloom at the same time, the 
worsetbe bed will look. To those possessing 
a hothouse, greenhouse, or forcing beds, in 
which a succession of plants may be reared to 
supply each bed with plants so soon as the old 
ones have ceased to flower, hyacinths, crocuses, 
tulips, snowdrops, and lent lilies may be fol
lowed by verbenas, stocks, asters, etc., and 
thus a continuous blooming bed may be se· 
cured; but with a proper selection of plants 
and ordinary care in their eulture, three plants 
(scarlet geraniums, yellow calceolarias, and the 
deep blue lobelias) will give us the best attain
able arrangement of color aod of hight. and 
will at the same time produce a flower garden 
from spring time till the frosts of winter cut 
tbem off, which qualifications are not combined 

in any otber plants. 
In selecting the plants, choose tbose whose 

leaves are of a deep green, and in all cases 
those whicb are sbort and bushy and have no 
bloom upon them. If, howe�er, they are in 
bloom, cut off the flowers before planting, 
which will only delay the blooming a few days, 
and will greatly strengtben the plant. If the 
plants have been reared in a greenhouse or un
der frames, keep them a few days before set
ting them in the beds, pla.cing them out of doors 
in the daytime, and taking them in at night, in 
order to make them hardy and prevent them 
from suffering from tbe cool night air. If the 
plants are placed in a cold frame, either before 
or after being planted in the beds, be careful 
to lift the frame durin/!, a great part of the day
time, otberwise the sweat which gathers on 
the inside of the glass will fall upon the plants 
and infallibly kill them by what is called damp
ing off. 

PI,ANTING. 

Tbe bright scarlet horseshoe or fisb geraniulll, and not the 

pink, should be selected, and planted ten inches apart in the 
center of the bed. Next come the calceolarias, about ten 
inches from tbe geraniums and about ten incbes apart, and 
then the lobelias, about six incbes apart, surrounding the 
calceolarias. All these plants will bloom together and con
tinuously, the geraniums growing tallest and the lobelias 
shortest; hence we shall not only have a lrue arrangement 
of the prismatic colors, but all the flowers will be visible 
from almost any point of view. The effect may be consider
ably hightened by planting a standard perpetual rosebush in 
tbe center of tbe beds; but in such case, let the standards 
be of various hights and the colors to a pattern if the beds 
are arrlmged to a pattern, as sbould be the case. For a rEd 
rose, John Hopper is one of tbe very best. For a yellow one, 
Gloire de Dijon is very superior. In the absence of roses, a 
white lily may be planted in each bed. If thel'e are border 
beds, white lilies, or any of the broad-leand, red, or varie
gated plan ts, will fonn a pleasing contrast. 

PROP AGA TING. 

To propflgate geraniums and calceolaria�, do not let tlle 
plants flower too soon; but pinch off tbe first appearing 
bloom and pinch out the eyes of all straggling branches, 
which will immediately throw out side shoots, thus forming 
bush y  and sbapeable plants, besides very lwalthy and 
strong ones. (live preference to those plarlts which have 
their branches close to the surface of the soil. A �trict at

tention to tbese rules is indispensable to ohtaining a fine and 
freely bloRsoming plant. 

TO DISCOYER INSECT:l. 

If the leaves of the plant turn reddish or yellow, or if th�y 
curl up, a close inspection will generally disclo�e that the 
plants are infested with a very small green insect, or l'lse 
with the red spider, either of which must be destroyed. For 
this purpose, scald some common tobacco with I'\'ater until 
the latter is colored to a yellow, and" hl'n ('old �prinkle the 
leaves of tlle plants with it; hilt 11 bet.tl'r plan is to pass the 
stems and leaves of the plants hetwl'l'n the fingers, and to 
then shake the plant and well water the bed immediately af 
terward. The latter operation dl'stroys a large proportion 
of the insects shaken from the plant. This latter method 
is the only infall!ble one. 
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