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SIR SAMUEL BAKER'S EXPEDITION.

Sir Samuel Baker, who wns commissioned by the present
enlightened Khedive of Egypt to pruceed into the interior of
Africa and suppress the slave trade of that immense wilder-
ness which lies south of the Khedive's territory, has recent.
ly published an interesting and valuable book of travels. In
describing his journey up the White Nile, he states that he
had European vegetables of all kinds. * Having cleared and
grubbed up a portion of the forest, we quickly established
gardens, The English quar-
ter was particularly neat
The various plots were se-
parated by fences, and the
ground was under cultiva-
tion for about two acres, ex-
tending to the margin of the
river. 1 did not build a
house for myself, as we
preferred our comfortahle
barge, which was moored
alongside the garden, from
the entrance of which s
wall led to a coupleof large
mimosss, that formed my
public divan, wheresll visi-
tors were received. In 8
short time we had above
ground sweet melons, water-
melons, pumpkins, cabba-
ges, tomatoes, cauliflowers
beetroot, parsley, lettuce
celery, etc.; but all the peas
and beans, and a very choice
selection of maize, that I
had received from England,
were destroyed during the
voysge. Against my ex-
press orders the box had
been  hemmetically sealed,
nnd the vitality ofthe larger
seeds was gone.”

\We select an engrvaviung
from this interesting ook,
in which the gigantic aqua
tic vegetation of the district is well shown, together with the
curious rig of the boats used for inland navigation in Africa,
of whieh a yard of immense length, made of one cane stalls,
is the distinguishing feature,

THE GREAT WELL AT PROSPECT PARK, BROOKLYN,

'‘the Brooklyn Park Commission have provided, tor the
needs of the beautiful pleasure ground. a
supply of water which enahles them to he
independent of the Ridgewood water, the
vield of which i3 slready well faxed in
furnishing the city, with a prospect of a
much larger demand in the immediate fu-
ture. The well is situsted under the sha-
dow of Look-Out Hill, the highest ground
in the park, on the summit of which & re-
servoir, 175 feetabove the surface, has been
constructed.

We give herewith a view of the upper
part of the well, by which its ample pro-
portions may be well conceived. Three
‘gnarters of 8 million gallons of water daily
flow into the well, to be pumped, by the en-
gine on the platform shown in our engra-
ving, up to the distributing reservoir above
described, It will be seen that the well is
not, as it is sometimes called, an artesian
well, and differs from the ordinary well only
in its great size. The water flows horizon-
tally, through pervious soil, till it reaches
the intercepting drains, four of which are
shown in the engraving (which we select
from the Clristian Weekly), delivering their
water into the well. The structure iz sur-
rounded by a skylight, and access to the spi-
ral staircase is found on walking into the
cngineer’soffice, shown on the left hand of
our engraving, immedistelyover the engine.

— s
The Latest Artificial Butter Process,

La Neture, of recent date, contains a de-
scription of a new artificisl butter manufac-
turing process, the invention of M. Mége-
Mouriés, which is being practised in Paris.
A comparison of the detsils with those of
the compounding of the oleo-margarin but-
ter, made in this city and not long ago fully
described and illustrated in these columns,
shows the operations to be identical up to
the churning. At this point, the oleo-mar-
garin process is to mix the oil prepare:l
from the fat with one fifth its weight of sour
milk, and churn in the ordinary way, M.
Mouriée’ mode of manufacture seems to be
a closer copy of Nature, He adds to 110
pounds of the oil about 25 quarts of sweet
milk, in which are dissolved the soluble por-
tions of 1,500 grains of cow's udder. This
last is very finely divided and mascerated for some time pre-
vious to use. The mixture, after agitation, transforms itself
first into 2 cream, and, after about two hours, into butter,
from which the buttermilk is drajued. [t is then washed

the easily recognizable odor of suet.
of a8 test for artificial butter, by Mr. John Horsley, F.C.S,,
by the use of methylated ether, was given an page 8700f sur

and salted in the usual manner.

MM. Bondet and L’Hote, two chemists who have analyzed
the product, give the rather anomalous opinion that the arti-
ficial compound is more nearly real butter thar the genuine
article prepared from cream. It contains lesswater,and legs

animal substance apt to turn rancid, than natural butter.
The imitation, it is stated, is largely employed by dairymen

in France for adulteration purposes.

ble, as it savors strongly of the suet,

Its taste is not agreea.

VEGETATION ON THE BANKS OF THE WHITE NILE

0 The Slang of the Stock Exchange.

QGamblers of every grade, says a contemporary, have their
slang terme to convey to the initiated just what they mean;
and howeverblind it maybeto the uninitiated, it is perfectly
intelligible to those possessed of the high civilization (?) ne-
cessary to ‘‘manipulate stocks.” Four different forms of
contracts are known under the genersl term of stock privi-
leges. The '‘put” and ‘ csll” are single privileges. The
‘“ stracddle” and ““ spresd’” are double privileges. A ‘“put”
is 8 contract giving thehold-
er the right of delivering a
certain smount of stock with
in 8 definite time at a stipu
lated price, A ‘““csll” is ex-
actlythe reverse of a ** put,”
being a contract giving the
holder the right of catling
for the stock instead of de-
livering it. A double privi-
legeis 8 ““put” and “cell”
on the same stockin one con-
tract. Wheuna double privi-
lege is drawn st the market
price of the stock, itis called
& ‘‘straddle,” and costs from
two and a half to five per
cent premium. But when
drawn at a distance of from
one to two swl 8 half per
cent above and Delow the
market price, it is culled a
‘“ spread,” for which a fixed
premium of two per cent iy
psid. The distance from the
market at which a ““spread ”
i3 drawn depcnds on the
clags of stock and the activi-
ty of the market.

— i@
Unhealthy Plants.

\Whenever plants begin to
drop theirleaves, it is certnin
that their health has been
injured either by over-pot-

In this connection we may remark that there isa very sim. | ting, over-watering, over-heating, by too much cold, or by

ple and sure way of distinguishing genuine cow butter from
the oleo-margarin mixture. It consists in dissolving a smull
purtion of the suspected substance in ether, and evaporating
to dryness by the application of a gentle heat. '[he residue
has the true butter smell if genuine, which may be greatly
intensified hy cooking. 11 artificinl, however, the deposit has
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applying such stimulants as guano, or by some other means,
having destroyed the fine rootlets by which the plant feeds,
and induced disease that may lead to desth. The case is nat
usually important easough to csll in a ‘‘ plant doctor;” so the
amateur begins to treat the patient, and the practice is in 8ll
probability not unlike that of many of our household physi-
cians who apply 8 remedy that incresses the
disease. Having slready destroyed the, so
to speak. nutritive organs of the plant, the
stomach is gorged with food by spplying wa-
ter, or with medicine by applying guano or
some patent ‘‘plant food.” Now the remc-
dy is nearly akin to what is a good one when
the animal digestion is deranged—give it no
more food until it reacts. We must then, it
the rootsof the plant have been injured from
any of the above named causes, let the soil
in which it is potted become nearly dry; then
remove the plant from the pot, take the ball
of soil in which the roots have been envel-
oped. and crush it between the hands just
enough to allow all the sour outer crust of
the ballof earth to be shaken off; then re-pot
in rather dry soil (composed of any fresh soil
mixzxed with equal bulk of leaf mold or street
sweepings), using a new flower pot, or hav-
ing thoroughly washed the old one, so that
the moisture can freely evaporate through
the pores. Be careful not to over-feed the
sick plant. Let the pot be only large enough
to admit of not more than an inch of soil be-
tween the pot and bsll of roots, After re-
potting, give it water enough to settle the
s0i), and do not apply any more antil the
plant has begun to grow, unless, indeed,
the atmosphere is so dry that the moisture
has entirely evaporated from the soil; then,
of course, water must be given, or the pa-
tient may die from the opposite cause---star-
vation. The danger to be avoided is in all
probability that which brought on the sick-
ness, namely, saturation of the soil by too
much water. Other causes may induce sick-
ness to plants, such 8§ an escape of gas in
the upartment, or smoke from a flue in the
greenhouse; but in all cases, when the leaves
fall from s plant, withhold water, and, if
there is reason to believe that the soil has
heen poisoned by gas or soddened with mois-
ture, shake it from the roots as before ad-
vised, and re-potina fresh flower pot. Many
years ago, when I used smoke flues in my
greenhouses, some kindling wood, carelessly
thrown on the top of one of them, ignited,
and the smoke caused the leaves of every
planttodrop. There weresome 3,000 plants,
mostlytesa roses, in the greenhouse ; it would
have been too much of 8 jobtore-pot all, but, by withholding
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water for some ten days, until they started a new growth
again, very few of this large nnmber of plants were injured
—~Peter Hendetrson
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