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Treatment of Choler a" (G, P. Putnam's Son�, New York). Against losses of this character, ordinary insurance offers 
has been written very rec�ntly by Dr. John Murray, Inspec· no indemnity, since the destroyil1g element i:l neither lire nor 
tor General of Hospitals in England, and late of Bengal; and water, though both have som�thing to do with it. The nAed 
it aims to give the result of the author's fortv y�ars' expe- of a special system of insurance to cover these particular 
lience during a reaidpnce in a country crdinarily considered risks was early appreciated by steam users in England; tn 
as the hotbed of the disease. this couutry it remained unmet until 1866, when the company 
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(lontent.: 

Cholera is caused, we are told, by the presence of the poi- above named went into operation. 
fon in the system, and until this is removed health cannot Unlike other forms of insurance, this does not undertake 
be regained. The fiat stage of the disease, malaise, is fre- merely to indemnify the policy holder for losses of the spe
quently unnnticed by the patient, and it may be produced by cial nature embraced in its plan of opention, but to pl'event 
many causes in dependent of cholera polson, such as over- such losses by a watchful care of the propel'ty in�ured. Its 
fxcitement, fatigue, depression from misfortune, and simi- tendency is therefore quite the reverse of ordinary insurance 
lar physical or mental conditions. Hence, ",hile such symp- in that it lessens instead of increases the likelihood of "ac· 
toms, under ordinary circumstances, need excite no especial cident." 
apprehension, still, if the' patitout has been in contact with Boilers do not explode without cause, which cause, in the 
cholera cases, or in the neighborhood of an infected region, great majority of caSfS, may be detected in its incipiency by 
they should be regarded as the signal of approaching dangfl proper inspection, and the risk removed by timely repail's. 
and carefully treated. The system should be relieved, and It is in this department of its work that the cr>mpany be
the blood purified without causing diarrhrea. comes an unofficial guardian of public safety: a prime condi-

Improper food, over fatigue, and purgative medicine, the tion of every policy of Insurance being that the company's 
mlustrated artiCle. are marKed wtth an satertlk.) 
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last especially, tend to develop the second stage, which va- inspectors shall at all reasonable timP.s have access to the 
1� ries in duration from two or three hours to two or three property insur"d, and be afforded every facility for a thor· 
�� " :. '. The evacuations become watery and colorless, and ough examination of the boiler and its attachments: !l.nd in 
H the effect is to predispose to collapse. The great danger is case detects are discovered at any tim6, in any way affecting 
�� from the purging increasing and becoming uncontl'ollable. the safety of the boiler. the assured is blund to correct the 
�� The remedy which the author prescribes is clmpoeed of evil at once, or the policy dies. Should the owner choose to 
�g opium one put, black pepper two parts, and assafretida three assume his own ri�k and refuse to mllke the needed repairs, 
�� parts, divided into fivA grain pills, and given with a little cold the company's inspector is required to notify the otficial in· 
� water after every eV8cuation. These piUs are uRed all over spector for the dietrict, who alone has power to compel the 
�� [nil ia and distributed to the troops. Astringentll Dr. Murray disuse of the dangerou� boiler if in his judgment its condem-
75 condemns as useless, If not injurious, and he adds that chalk nation be just. Thi�, however, is a purely imaginary case,no 
� mixture, infusion of capsicum, camphor in alcohoI. and simi instance having thus far occurred of a policy holder slight .. 

�� lar compound8 are not to be relied upon. It should be reo ing all in�pector'R suggestions. or declining to correc� defects 
�i membered that it is at this etage of the disease that the in- to which his attention had been called. 
�8 tection is commtlnicated, and hence disinfectants shouid be A brief statement of the work done by the c1mpany's 
�� freely used with the evacuations. The diet should admit of thirty inspec�ort! during the past yeal', with the number and 

�� no solid food unless farinaceous, such as bread, arrowroo'·, kind:>f defects discovered and corrected, will give a rOllgh 
15 and sago. Exercise in fresh air is deSirable, but fatigue is idea of the character and usefulneQs of its work 
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�� dangeroul!. The number of inspections made was within two of twen
�� The following stage i� collapse; and as, when the diseaAe is ty five tbouBand, more than a third of which were thorough 
� thus far advanced, danger is imminent, treatment becomes internal inspections, including external examinations of 
:§ most difficult. It would be impossible, with the space here tubes, flues, and fire sheets, in�er.Qal and external of the 

�� at our command, to follow the author through the var- bracing and staying, and the condition of all b:)iler attach-
7, i'lul! �ymptoms laid down and the remedies advised. He ments. The number of defects die covered was 11.988, of 
� describes the stages generally under three heads: The first which 2,892 were regarded as dangerous, that is, of such a 
�� i. incipient collapse, where there is a great prostration or character that an accident wa� liable to OCCllr at any moment. 
�� otrengtb; but the voluntary lire of the body is active, and In 178 cases boilers were condemned outright, as so com
�� tl e involuntary life only partially su_pend. d. The treat- pletely worn out or injured by carelessness as to be beyond 

ANOTHER GREAT FIRE IN CHICAGO, AND THE MATE

RIALS ACCUMULATING FOR ONE IN n:w YORK. 

Ctlica/!,o wad vished, on the 14th uIt., by a second great 
fire. wbich de�a�taLed about eighteen b;ocks of buildingp, 
and e"tail� a 10Sd estima\ed in the neighborhood uf two 
millions d dolIus Too:lg l falling far short of the confh 
gla ion. ot 1871 in its di�a�tro..ls t'ff"cu, thie visiration ba
beAn tbe m"ans of revd. ring th"mands of peupl6 homeless 
U ul k" its prrdecessor, wt.ich destNyed some of th� fair�Bt 
portions of to.e CIlY, h was ma'vly coufined 10 rookeries and 
dend, in ti,e ob\ittr�tiou of whicb. the community is raton 
th" gainer; but, ad is the tu]e in sueb. quarters. the popula 
tion was deD�e, and con�equentlJ t.he numhers deprived of 
sh.Jter are greater lhan would btl thA case had other parts of 
tht> town been burned. 

TlJere is evidence of mismlLvagpment of the fire depart 
ment, to whic:l is probably oWlDg the non extinguishment 
of the fire at an earlier p�riod. EugiLes were po�ted behind 
the ft..mes instead of in their path, and attempts at blowing 
up buildings were. miserably unsuccessful, owing to lack of 
powder, a state of a!'fairs difficult to compreb.lUd. To one 
good substantiallireproof bulldmg, the safety of almcst the 
entire ..tty is due. The bl.ze lapp6d it all around, but its 
marble walls stood grandly; and then, as the fire attempted 
to crawl over It, the flaOJes grew weaker end wue beaten 
back by the firemen on the othH �ide One IJonept structure 
was the sllvior of millione of property; and tbe builders of 
the mptropolis may wtill t.ake t.he fllct to heart. 

N w York, at this moment, fairly invites the fate of Bos· 
t on, Portland, and Chicago. Buildings ars beiog run up to 
hights to whiCh water by the flre engines cannot -be thrown 
There are wooden structures in close proximity to eome of 
the grandest edifices; there are blocks upon blo(ks of tene
mente filled with swarms of pdople, the majority of whom, 
from poverty, use kerosene in place of gas, and in which a 
great fire, once started, would work terrible ravages. In 
our up-town str6ets, houses shoot up half a dozen at a time 
together, a mass of the thinnest possible walls and kindling 
wood beams and fittings, built to sell and to realize a b!g in
terest on capital, without any regard to tb.e simplest prAcau· 
tions in bvor of safety. We have an admirable fire depart 
ment, to the prompt exertions of which our immunity thus 
far is mainly due; but if circum�tances combine to engender 
a grE.at fire, as in both cases in Chicago, it will be through 
the mercy of Providence,and not through our own foresight, 
if we escape a terrible visitlltion. 

-------------.� .. �.�.-------------

CHOLERA AND ITS TREATMENT. 

ment here recommended Is in greM meaSUTe expectant., to TApair. 
gain time to allow Nal,ure to eliminate thA po'son through In detatl the defects may be ch.ssed as follows: Furnaces 
the individual secr.tory organs. III the second or confi Imed out of shape, with sh"ets contorted and buckled, 599, dan
dfgree of collapse, voluDhry life is impaired and involun gerous, 124; fractures, 1 OOJ, dan�erous, 459; burned plates, 
tuy life IB flickering. The treatment advocated c(mei�ts in 682, dangerous, 291; bJstered plat"., 1,737, dangeroue, 2!l8; 

palliative cold dlinks, hI.> saline enemata, and strong mus- CRses of d"posit� of Boolment,2.263, dangerous, 227; of in 
tard poultices or bllster� upon the abdomen. The addItion cruststion or scale 2,180, daDgerou�, 205; of external corro
of a small quantity of quinine to tbe water admini.tered is sion 8l8, dang-roup, 163; ot ioternal corrosion 333. danger
ueeful,and thA appetlJ"ance of b I� in the evacnalioBs is the ou.,92; itJtenal groo�ing 206, dangerou.,47; deftctive water 
fir.t sign of hope. In th� laet 11rm of collapse, the powers gages 561, dangerous, 96; defective blow· out 8pparatu� 253, 
of voluntary 11f" are very low and tho"e or i[lvolllntary lif .. dangerous, 83; overloaded or deftctive safety valves 321, 

ar" pare.l;vzed. The hope of re\lOve,y is v .. ry faint. and tuere dangerous. 1C7; defecl i ve prAssure gaj;tAS 1,470, dangerous, 
is no remedy on which r .. lIance can be surely placed. 280, the extremes of varia'inn from a standard �age being 

Dr. Murray devotes the larger portion of his work to the from minus 57 to plus 50; boilers without gages 682, dan

c'lnsid..rat1on of collapse, and also to the discussion of the gerous,6Z; d.fici,·ncy of water 113 cases, dangerous 69; caRes 
after .. ffects of the disease during convaleRcence. In reter of loos� aDd broken braces and stays and insutficient brac

ring to hospltal_, he BdYS that those best suited to the dis. iDI< 465, dangerou�, 230. 
ease are small buildings on open ground, well drained, and Wt,O can estimate the amount of peril to life and property 
in the vicinity of tre�s, if p03slble. HutR may be ueed with obviated by He discovery and timely correction of these 
�r. at advantage, and should be located in the centt'r of thA twelve thousand defects and deficiencies? 
iDfected district. In conclusion, the nl'cessity of deciding on Tb.e fid.lity and skill with which the inspections were 
the best course to pursue before an epidemic actually occurs made during tbi.B and preceding years, as well as the correct· 
is urged upon local health authorities, as, whfn the didease neps of tee tleory on which they w�re basfd-a tbeory which 
app are,excitement ensues, and often confusion,amounting to gives small ppac" to the mysterious in accounting for boiler 
panic. explosions-are futfici.ntly attested by the almost �ntirtl 
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THE INSPECTION AND INSlJRANCE OF BrEAM BOILERS. 

Tho recent amendment of our S:ate Jaw of boiler inspection, 
makillg the certificate of inspection iBsu"d by any company 
authorized to insure steam blilefs eq Ilivalent to an official 
certificate. give� occasion for more than a pas.ing interest 
in the management of this department of the insurance busi· 
ness. 

'Vbat is the basis of the business? How is the work car
ried on? And why should the puties engaged in it be ac
cepted as trustworthy agents of public safety within the 
scope of their businees operations? 

In re�ponse to inqull'ies of this sort, the Hartford Steam 
Boiler Inspection and Insurance Company, the leading as 
well as pioneer corporation of the kind in this country, have 
courteously laid before us,for the information of our readers, 
full details as to the methc.d, purpose, and pl'actical results 
of their work. 

absence of serious accidents in connection with the thousands 
of boilers of all sorts and conditions that are or Lave b�en in 
the company'. care. In two ·cases only has life been lo�t by 
the explosion of such boilers, the victim in one being the 
driver of a locomotive, in the other the PIIgiDeer in charge of 
a stationary boiler which exploded f(lr some cause that baf
fled detection. 

Of course it is impossible to say tbat any others would cer
tainly have exploded If left in the condition of the uniDsured 
and les8 frfquently inspected: still a glance at the museum 
of boiler defects collected by the company's inspt>ctors would 
convince the firmest. believer in protecting providence that., 
without their intervention, nothing short of perpetual mira· 
cle could l-ave kept som\! of the diseased subj<lcts from sud
den and violent ends. 

Further evidence of the value of the company's inspAr
tions is given by the increasing appreciation of them by 
steam users. To a very large extent th@ inspection and ap
proval of the Hartford Steam Boiler and Insurance C0mpany 
is made a condition without which a boiler will not be ac· 
cepted; while many ltading boiler makers have all their 
work thus iospected, the company's certific�te going wit,h 
each boiler as a guarantee of ics soundness and proper con
struclion. 

In view of the general une&lliness which reports of appe.. 
rent cases of Asiatic cholera, &II they recur, will tend to en· 
gender, a little volume before UII is of timely interest, inas
much all it not only givell valuable Information regarding the 
origin, lIymptoms, and nature of the dillease , but also point!! 

That the uee of steam power is fraught with danger is 
only too well known; the extent of the danger, however, as 
indicat.d by the number of explosions every year and tbe 
los8 of life and property entailed, is but vaguely appreciated 
by the public at large. N:J official record is kept of lIuch I.e 

cidt'nl.B, and only those of exceptional interest al'e reported 
in the newspapers; nev�rtheless the number so reported and 
brought to the notice of a single individual during the past 
five yearll is but a little short of six hundred, causing the 
death of 1,329 personll, and the wounding of upwdlds 01 
1,500 more I The amount of property desiroyed Cll.nnot be 
told: anyone knowine- the deatructive character of boiler 

So far the business affe�ts only boiler makers and boiler 
users The late legisIt.tive enactmfnt makes the commu
nity at large a party also, In that it practically entrusts the 
p ublic saldty wi�hln certain limits to the care of the inpuT
anoecoml'anies. It is but right and natural that the public 
ehould &Ilk why and wherefore. 

The amendment was passed In response to a petition very 
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