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T. F. H. asks: 1. What are the ingredients 
for makIng the be.t lubrIcator for large bevel gear. ex, 
po.ed to the weather? A. Black lead and tallow will 
an.wer very well. 2. What I. the be.t materlai for pre­
.ervlng timber expo.ed to .un and rain? A. Bethel'. 
proce •• of forcIng the vapor of creo.otr lnto the pore. 
of the wood I. largely employed for the preservatIon of 
railroad tIe. and wooden .uperstructure •. 

A_ V. K. asks: Is there any way to con­
den.e .team wIthout u.lng a contlnuou • •  tream of .ome 
cold liquid? A. The .team mu.t come In contact with 
.omethlng having a temperature lower than It. own. 
Po •• lbly a .olld •• uch a. lce. might be employed. 

G. W. H. sayS: 1. What is the power re­
quIred to pump 2 gallon. of water per mtnute? A. You 
do not •• y how hlgn the waterl. to be lifted. Ordlnar­
lly.1t I. well to allow at lea.t twIce a.much power a. 
would be requIred to 11ft the water only. neglecting 
frIctIon and other prejudicIal re.l.tance.. 2. What I. 
the power produced by one of the be.t turbIne wheel.? 
A. About 75 per cent of the power of the water. 

A... R. asks: How can I turn grooves in soft 
rubber roll. ? A. It mIght po •• lbly be done with a 111e. 
If the rollers are hollow. and could be revolved a t a  hIgh 
.peed. 

W. F. asks: 1. What is the proper temper­
ature of water when l1t for batblng� A. A. few do· 
gree. below the ordinary temperature of the human 

body. 2. What can I u.e to make wood adhere to glu.? 
A. Diamond cement. 

W. C. D. asks: How ca.n I procure a perfect 
vacuum In a common bottle for an experIment? A.Thl. 
cannot be obtained wIth a common bottle alone. A. 
near an approach to a p�rfect vacuum a.can be obtaIned 
by mechanIcal mean. can be e1fected by connectIng the 
bottle with an aIr pump. The metbod re.orted to In 
certaIn phy.lologlcal la boratorle. In Germany when a 
.o·called perfect vacuum I. de.lred I. to 1111 a large j.r 
wIth mercury. Invert It (the rIm of the jar alway. re­
matnlng below the .urface of the mercury). and then. 
when the mercuryha. fallen to the hlgbt In tbe jar at 
whlcllit would be .u.talned by atmospherIc pressure. 
to connect a bottle. or otber vessel In wblch .t I. de­
.Ired to produce a vacuum. with the vacuum thus pro­
duced. 

J. S. asks:, 1. How can I make an electro­
plating b.tter13_ A. Bee an.wer'to A. P .• on tbl. 
:>age. 2. Plea.e gIve me a formula to make magic pbo­
togr'ph.. A. Conault Scttnet Re"ord 187.1. p. ,214. 8. 
What I. a good remedy f o r  & fogging negative .Ilver 
bath? I bave had much tronble with foggIng bath •• 
and can l1nd no remedy. A. Fogging may occur from 
80 many causes that any general rule cannot be given. 
Sun. 11lter. brIng to proper .trength and give proper reo 
actlon.and then the trouble will probably dl.appear. 

T. S. asks: How can I make a fluid ink 
era.er? A. One .uch l1uld I • •  ald to con.t.t 01 chloride, 
of lime .olutlon. to which are added a few dropa of 
murtatlc acId. 

A. E. P. says: I have a barometer in which 
the mercary has become .eparated. How can I get It 
logether agaIn? A. By Inverting the barometer wIth 
great care. 111l1ng It entirely wIth pure mercury. and 
then reatorlng I t to It. preper po.1 tlon. takIng precau­
tion not to admIt tbe .malle.t bubble of aIr. 

H. E. B. asks: I make great oquantities of 
chIp. Impregnated with 011. I extract part of the 011 by 
mean. of .team. but .tlll a great deal I. 101t. and wbat 
Is drained 01f I • •  ometlme • •  o thIck wtth Iron rn.t and 
.calc a. to be almo.t u.eles •. I have alio great quanti­
tIe. of oily wa.te. that I have found It Impo •• lble to 
clean In a tborough manner. How can I u.e bl.ulpblde 
of carbon for the above purpo.e.? A. The bodle. to be 
cleaned are to he trea ted In clo.ed tank. Into whIch the 
bl.ulphlde of carbon I. drawn. 

W. B. asks: Is there a marking fluid which 
I. not a1!ected by raln? I wl.b to u.e It on .tone. A. It 
I. cu.tomary for tb:. purpo.e tu u.e any good black 
paint. 

B. M. H. asks: I find that old car sp1'ings 
are the best rubber I can obtain for era.lng lead pencil 
mark •. Do the propertle. tbat malte It .0 belong to 
that kInd of rubber. or do they re.ult from tbe mecban­
Ical actIon. comprelBlgn and vIbration. to wblch It has 
been .ubjected? A. Tnl. l. due to the quality of rub· 
ber u.ed. 

R. W. H. asks: I. What are the chemical 
propertle. of common .orghum mola •• e.? A.It I. cane 
.ugar ln a non·cry.tallzable condltl'ln. 2. What I. the 
cbemlcal proces.of convertIng .orgbum mola •• es Into 
.ugar? A. Tbe conversIon of the non-cry.t.lIz.blelnto 
the cry.tallzable cane .ugar. �. What I.  the be.t pro­
ce •• of makIng vInegar wIthout apple.? A. By the 
purll1catlon of wood vInegar. a body whIch I. obtained 
by the dry dl.tllatlon of certaIn wood •. 

J. h C. asks: Is the electricity generated 
by an eleetrlcal macblne of a kInd to form an electro­
magnet. and I. It generated In .u1!lclent quantIty to 
keep It magnetIzed? A. No. 

W. D. M. asks: Can you tell me what kind 
of an electrIc battery I .hould con.truct. that will be 
permanent for .ome tIme •• ay .Ix montb. at lea.t. and 
have power enough to run an electrIc alarm bell. auch 
a. 18 u.ed In the burglar alarm telegraph? A. Into a 
porous cup about � Incbe. hIgh and S Inches In diameter 
place a plate of carbon •• uch a. I. u.ed In tbe ordInary 
Bun.en. Fill the cup wIth be.t mangane.e peroxIde and 
• eal wIth a.phaltum. Place It In a .mall .Jar half full of 
.trong .olutlon of .al ammoniac In water. Into whIch 
al80 place a rod of amalgama ted zInc. In thl. battery 
the actIon I. wholly upon the carbon. the zInc remaIn­
Ing unaltered and con.tltutlng the negattve elemeat of 
the battery. When the l1uld become. milky. add a few 
cry.tal. of the .alt. Two or three .uch cells will an-
• wer your purpo.e. When properly set uP. It will run 
for fram 6 to 12 month •. 

J. S. asks: 1. Please give me a simple pro­
ce •• of .Ilver plating article. wIth a battery. A. See p. 
170. vol. 28. 2. Would an euglne with a cylinder lx2 
Inche •• runnIng at 100 revolution. pet' mInute. wIth 
.team atoo lb •. pre •• ure. be .u1!lclently powerful to run 
an ordInary .ewlng machIne? A. Ye •. 

J. D. S. asks: 1. Does crude petroleum, as 
It come. from the earth. contain anythIng polsonou. or 
Injurlou. to the human .y.tem If Introduced through 
tbe blood? A. No. 2. What I. the dUrerence between 
crudepetroleum and lubrIcatIng oil? A. Crude petrole' 
um consIst. of a mIxture of numeron. otl. of dl1!erent 
den.ltle. and boiling po In t.. Lubrlca tlng 011 consIst. 
of the heavleroll. whIch are lelt atterdlsttlilng 011 cer· 
taln of the volatile con.tltuent •. 

C. asks: How can rubber tissue be made? 
A. OrdInary gum rubber has a stratUled compo.ltlon. 
Rubber m.aufactarers .ay that rubber tlssne II made 
by .Imply .eparatlng these layers. 

A. B. asks: 1. What two or three metals or 
alloy. expand longItudInally the mo.t In a gIven degree 
of heat? A. ZInc. lead. and tin. zInc expandIng 0 '000('. 
29417 of Its length for each degree centigrade. when 
heated between the freezIng and boiling poInt. of wa­
ter; lead 0·00002Sj75. and tin 0'00001178. 2. I. the mole· 
cular rotation .u.talned In hIgh and 1011' degree. of heat 
alike? A. No. 

J. A. H. asks for information on the subject 
of c.rburetlng hpdrogen ga.. A. Hydrogen gas. tbe 
chIef constItuent ot co.1 ga •• upon whIch our large 
cltle. depend .o much for theIr light after lun.et. ba., 
a. I. generally known. no ilium Ina tlng power of It. own. 
but depend. wholly for It. value a.an illumInator upon 
the amonnt of carbon a •• ocl.ted wIth It; and attentIon 
ha. long been dIrected to the .ubjectof .upplementlng 
wIth carbon tbe already partially carburetted coal gal. 
and to the problcm of carbonIzIng the bydrogen ob­
tained Irom peat and from tbe action of acid. on .ome 
of tbe met.I.. The re.ult I. that hundred. of patent. 
have been granted for varIous device. and machine. for 
carburettng.carbonlzlng or enrIchIng hydrogen and com­
mon coal ga. up to the full measure of It. lIgbt.glvlng 
qu.lIty; 'but If .upersaturated. the IIgbt become. 
.moky. and con.equently dl.agreeable. ThIs latter 
trouble has been one of the drawback.. Tbe dl.covery 
of petroleum has allorded an apparently Inexhau.tlble 
.upply of cbeap ga.·produclng or carbonIzIng material 
In the form of hIghly volatile mInerai hydroc.rbon 011 •• 
such &s"gaaollo, naphtha, benzole, etc., of specific grav­
Itle. rangIng from 0 1164 to 0'785. The u.ual method of 
carbonizing I. tbat of dIvIdIng the liquId Into a mInute· 
ly .eparated condition. so a. to present a. large a .ur· 
face a. pos.lble. For In.tance.a large metallic receiver 
I. con.tructed lind 111led wltb pnmlce.tone: It I. then 
made pnfectly all'�lgh� and a quantllv of ga.ollne or 
one of the other 011 • •  poken of I. poured on to the 
pumIce. tone untll lt·l. tboroughlY .aturated. Connec· 
tlon. are now made In .uch a manner tha t the ga. to be 
carbureted pa.oe. dIrectly tbrough the pumlce.ton e. 
emerging from the machine .aturated wltb the heavy 
hydrocarbon vapor. Another and perbap. a better 
method I. tbat of .u.pendlng a large quantity of wIck­
Ing.ln a sult.ble receIver partly 111led wltb the l1uld to 
be u.ed. and carefully clo.lng all joInt.. The action 
bere I. the .ame a. ln the precedIng. except that the 
wlcklng I. kept .aturated by the actIon of caplllaryat­
traction. The vapor from the.e 011. I. much heavIer 
th.n the .Ir. and for tbl. rea.on It .ometlme. form. In 
layer. In the lower parto' room. where the otl ba. been 
.tandlng or u.ed. and when mIxed wltb air form. a ter· 
rlbly explo.lve mIxture. If by any mean. an Ignited 
match I. tbrown on the 1100r ;In a room contaInIng or 
tha thaI contained any of thIs liquid ga.ollne.lt I • •  uf· 
lIclent to explode the mIxture wtth dlsa.trou. conoe· 
quence •. The principal d.nger of u.lng the.e carbu­
reter •• then. lie. In the hIghly explo.lve ch'racter of 
the material u.ed t) accompll.h the desired re.ult. The 
only .afcguard agaln.t accident • •  eem. to be In the 
rule: Never a ttempt to 1111 or charge the.e m.chlne. or 
re.ervolr. wltbln doors. or In tbe vIcInIty of l1re of any 
kInd. but place them underground at .ome dl.tance 
from the ho u.e. 

A. F. l::!. asks: 1. Can you give me a recipe 
for a glue that will not .olten In mol.ture? A. Take 
glue 12 ozs .• water .umclent to dl •• olve It; add 8 oz •. 
ro.ln. melt down togeth£r .nd aold 4 part. turpentIne or 
benzine. Thl • •  hould De done In a carpenter'. glue pot. 
to a void burnIng. 2. Do you know of any way of con­
otructlng a good and cheap frictional electrIc battery? 
A. Perhaps the cheape.t Instrument of thl. character 

I. Volta'. electrophoru8. con.lstlng of a plate or cake 
of re.ln • •  et In a wooden mold lined with tin foil. A 
metallic plate wltb an InsulatIng gla •• handle .erve. to 
collect the electrIcIty. 

B. F. B. Jr. 8Slt!!: How can I dye silk a light 
.Iate or drab color? A. ForlOOyarc: •• Uk. boll together 
4 Ib •. fu.tlc.�" ozs. cudbear. and 6 oz •. logwood. Cool 
t02 O· Fah .• enter the good. and wInch for 20 mlnutr •• 
aIr out .nd repeat: take a little of the liquor from tbe 
boiler. dls.olve In It 1)0 oz.,. coppera •• reduce It to 
handllllg heat with water. and give one or two .hota 
throu&'h It .. the pattern require •. 

G. T. B. says: 1. I want to make an induc­
tIon coil to uoe wltb a .m,,11 DanIell'. battery. to take 
.hock. wIth. Wh.t number of wIre and how many feet 
.houldI u.e In the oecondary .nd prImary coil. ? A. U.e 
No.S1.,bout WOfeet for secondary current and about 100 
feetfor prImary. 2. How 10ng.tlOuld the coil be? A. 
About 9 Inche.. 8. How large .hould tbe bole be? A. 
About one half Inch. 4. W hat .Ize of .oft Iron wIre 
.hould I u.e In the'core? A.No. 20 will an.wer. �. The 
glnc plate. of my Smee battery are 2.lS1lI.lS Inche • •  quare 
and a half Inch thIck. How large a pIece of .Ilver 
.hould I u.e? A. A. large a. your zInc pl.te •. 

J. W. C. asks: Doe� the water of the Mis­
.1 •• lppl rIver run up hill? A. No. 

J. A. S. S&ys: I took hydrochloric acid,and 
added .mall pIece. of crayon. A portIon of the .olld 
crayon .hould bave pa86ed 01f In the form of a ga •• but 
.. t falled. [then added chalk to try the experIment •• nd 
It worked .ucce •• fully. What 18 tbe chemIcal dl1ference 
between ch.lk and crayon? A.If tbe crayon were cbalk 
It .hould have dl •• olved with e1ferve.cence. If you 
.end a pIece whIch will not dl •• olve. we .hall have It 
analyzed foryou. 

T. W.-You can find a full description of 
Ice machIne. In Sctence Rtcord for 1814. pp. 1S1.155. 

M. C. B. asks: 1. What is the process for 
metallzlng non-metalllc .u b.tance. for electroplaUBg? 
A. Coat them with graphite or black le.d. 2. What I. 
the best hand book on metallurgy? What book give. 
the be.t descrIption of tbe dl1ferent modes of .Ilver 
mIning? A." A Practical Treatl.e on Metallurgy." by 

Crooke. & Rl>brlg. 

A. P. asks: 1. Which is the best battery for 
plating and what I. the .Imple.t method of construct 
Ing the .ame? A. For .mall purpo.e •• the Daniell will 
an.wer very well. It may be con.tructed a. fol' 
low.: Take for the outer jar. one of eartben or .tone­
warel1lled with .aturated .olutlon of .ulph.te of cop· 
per; for the Inner porous cell.a con;mon 1lower pot wltb 
the hole .topped or .ealed. Fill thl. wIth water and 
place It In.tde of the larger jar. Place a rod of amalga. 
mated zinc In the Inner cell. and the .heet copper In the 
outer •• o a. to surround the porous cell. A few drop. 
of sulpburlc acid added to the water In the porous cell 
will .u1!lce t" develop the full power of the battery. 
Thebatterymo.t u.ed by electroplater. I. tbat known 

a. the electropolon ; It consIst. of the ordInary Bun.en. 
the excIting lluld beIng a .olutlon of bIchromate of po. 
ta ... and .ulphurtc acId. 2. What I. the be.t book on 
tbe .ubJect? A. Roaeleur·s" Galvanopla.tlc Manlpula' 
tions. " 

J. S. McK. asks: Is there any known meth. 
o d of obtaInIng the exact aquare root of any number 
other than the perfect .quare.? Could they be ex­
pres.ed In numbers? A. To both que.tlon.: No. 

A. B. O. says: An inveterate tea drinker 
compl.ln. that the lalt tea bouyht gives her a burning 
.en.atlon In the throat after drtnktng. and thInk. It 
mu.t be adulterated. I. tbere any way to detect the 
adulteratIon. of tea? A. Yeo. It I. po •• lble to detect 
the adulteration.. In the very little .peclmen wblch 
you.ent we fcund none. but It was too .mall a quaa 
tlty for a •• tl.factory examInation. 

G. W. D. asks: 1. What is the difference 
between c.rbon.te of pota.h and hydrate of pota.h? 
A. T�e l1rat I. a compound of carbonIc acid and potash. 

tbe .econd of water and pota.b. 2. What I. the crude 
pota.h of commerce? A. Impure carbonate at pot •• h 
mIxed wIth .ulphate and .llIcate of pota.h. chloride 01 
potasslum,ash, organic matter, etc. S. What water­
proof compo.ltlon will adhere to ela.tlc rubber and at 
the same tIme to the cuticle? A. Melt together In an 
Iron pot equal part. of common pltcb and gotta percha. 
kept IIq uld under wa ter. or .olld to be melted when 
wanted. 

C. H. M. asks: 1. Is electricity employed es­
pecially In any chemIcal work. for InducIng. accelerat­
Ing. or aidIng cry.tallzatlon? A. No. 2. Doe. any ap­
plication of electrIcIty promote or ha.ten the cry. tall­
zatlon of .ub.taace.? A. Ye •. 

A. A. B. says: 1. I have a kerosene lamp 
u.lng an argand burner; after It has been burnlDg ao or 
45 mInute •• It become. very hot and begIn. to pu1f and 
.putter .o that we cannot u.e It. What I. the cau.e? 
A. Tbe burner Is .o badly alunged that It allow. the 

heat to be conducted to the content. of tbe I.mp. 2. 
Wh&t .hall [ u.e t o  .tlck gold or bronze leaf on gla •• 

and on p.per? A. A oolutlon of 1.lngla .. In water. 
Still better: for l1xlng gold leaf on wood. paper. etc . •  
use a .olutlon of IIn.e.d 011 a n d  lead pla.ter I n  011 of 
turpentllle. Tht. 10 made by l1r.t .aponlfylng IIn.eed 
011 with cau.tlc .oda or pot ••• a. and precipitating the 
aqueous .olutlon of tbe soap wltb a .olutlon of .ug.rof 
lead. the lead .oap thus formed beIng nextdl •• olved In 
011 of turpentine. 8. Wbat I. the be.t varnl.b to u.e 
on very white wood. auch a. ba •• wood. thatwlll not 
.taln'or dl.color It. but leave It clear .nd white? A. 
WhIte picture varnl.h. 4. What ia the be.t 11lUng to be 
uoedon bl.ck walnut before putting on oil? A. Bee.­
wax hardened with .eallng wax and colored wIth umbtr 
maybe u.ed. 

J. P. D. asks: What will prevent the damp­
ne •• from rl.lng In brIck walls? Will tbree or four 
coursea of brIck laid In cement or a .trlp of galvanIzed 
Iron. the wIdth of the wall. prevent It? A. L.y two 
course. of brIck In melted '.phalt and two course. up­
on the.e In hydrsnllc cement. covertng the expo.ed .ur­
face. well. A layer of zInc I. al.o a preventatIve. 

W. asks: What length of time does it take 
to rtp • pIece of .prlne .teel 6 feet loog by JO Inch thick 
wltb a toothle •• • aw. m.de of .oft Iron? How .hould 
.uch a .aw be made? A. Tbe perIphery of the .aw 
.houldrun about 20,000 feet per mInute. and oUl!ht to 
melt (a. It really doe.) througb at lea.t one foot In 
length per mInute. The .aw mu.t be perfectly bal­
anced and bammered very open In tbe center. tbat 18. 80 
that the center will be 1008e. In order to allow the perl­
pbery to expand by centrIfugal force caused by Ita own 
velocIty. 

J. H. says: You state in your paper that 
pla.ter of ParI. mIxed with 8 per cent mar.hmallow 
root, powdered, would harden tn one bour, and could be 
rolled out Into plate. and polished. I have trted thl. 
wtth hot and cold water several time •• aed It will not 
harden at all; It wlll .et .omewhat.· but will crumble 
away If you handle It. What I. the matter? A. Exper, 
Iment demon.trate. tbat: 1. The only ellect mar.hmal, 
low root .eem. to exert upon gyp.um I. to retard It. 
setting or hardening. 2. That when .et or bardened It 
become. very brittle: and wbere a large perceat.ge of 
marshm.llow root I. uoed.1t either fall. to a powder or 
crumble. wben touched. 

S. F. M. says: 1. I am making a foot la.the 
and do not understand layIng out cone pulley •. The 
drtvlng wheel face. are 24 and 2; InCile. dIameter. I 
want the driven pulley to be 8 Incbe. dIameter for the 
.maller face; what .hnuld the other be? A. See p.I84. 
vol.n. 2. What wIdth of belt would be mo.t .ultable? 
A. Make the belt from .n Inch to one .nd a balf Incbe. 
wIde. 

.8. says: I wish to drain the bottom of a 
cellar. on wblch I propo.e to lay a concrete 1100r. Tbe 
metbod I have adopted Is to .Ink longItudInal trencbe. 
10 Inche. x 12. and Oll loo.ely with bat. broken about 
the .Ize of a hen'. egg: tben to cover the whole with 
concrete. The trencbe • •  :art near tbe footIngs of the 
party w.ll. Do you think thl. will elleet tbe object? 
If not. can you advIse .omethlng? At certaIn poInt. In 
the foundation bottom •• everal .prlng. and qulck.and. 
ha,'e been dl.covered. A. The plan you have adopted 
I. a good one. provIded that you connect the main 
trenches with lateral one •• and dl.charge the whole Into 
a maIn draIn leadIng away from the hou!e. 

S. B. McC. asks: What is the solid content 
of a .tlck of tImber. tbe ba.e of which I. 14 Inche. 
• quare and the top 10 Inche • •  quare. and length 20 feet ? 
What I. the rule for obtainIng the same? A. Thi • •  tlck 
I. In the form of a lru.trum of a rtgbt prl.m. wIth the 
two ba.e. parallel. Therule for calculatIng the .olldlty 
I. a. follow.: Add together the area of the lower ba.e 
and the area of the upper ba.e; extract tlle .quare root 
of the product of the.e two area.. MultIply thll .um 
by one thIrd of the perpendicular dl.tance between the 
two ba.e •. ApplyIng tbe rule to the ca.e In que.tlon. 
we have area of lower base, 14X14=196; area of upper 
ba8e, 10X10=100. Square root of the product of the8� 
areas, .y'196X100=140. Perpendicular distance between 
the two b .... ,20X12=240 Inches. Content. of timber, 
(196+100+140)X80=814,880 cubIc Inebe.. Contents In 
cubic feet, 184,880+1128=20.· •• 

J. R H. asks: What is the method of bal­
ancIng the reclproca tlng part. of an engIne. for whIch 
Mr. MaIn receIved from the Secretary of the Navy the 
.um of f600? A. A. we underotand tbe arrangement. It 
I.not a true counterbal.nce. but con.l.t. of weIghtIng 
one of the crank.. which can hardly be con.ldered 
novel. Indeed It I. said to gIve .0 little .atl.factlon 
tbat the.e .o-called counterbalance. are beIng removed 
from the crank. of many marIne engine •. 

C. M. asks: What is dry steam? A. Steam 
of .uch heat that It will a b.orb mOI.ture from any 
damp .ub.tance plsced In It. 

P. J. asks: How can I dissolve gutta percha 
.0 a. to make a thIn waterproof varnl.h. copable of be­
Ing laId on wltb a bru.h? A. Take 4 oz.. clun lIutta 
percha.dl •• olve In 1 lb. rectllled re.ln 011. and add 2Ib •. 
IIn.eed 011 varnl.h. boiling hot. 

S. D. asks: What will restore tbe color of 
o?:clean colored leatber? A .. Use 1 oz. oxalic acId dl.­
.olved In 1 pInt distilled water. 
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G. L. M. says: I lately read a statement 
that Dr. Huggln. baa dl.covered th.t the .tar Arcturu. 
I. approachIng tbe earth .t the rate of about l1fty mile. 
per .econd. 1. I. tbl. true? If .0. In what part of the 
beaven. can the .tar be .een at nIght? Can tbe .tar be 
.eeu wltb �henaked.ye? Doe. the .tar appear to grow 
larger? How (ar dhtant I. tbe .tar from tbe earth at 
the tIme tbat thl. letter reaehe. you? A, Ye.; Arcturu. 
I. a bright red .tar of the-l1rlt magnItude. In con.tella­
tlon BooU •• overbead at 9 P.M. It. proper motion I. �4 
mile. per .econd toward the earth. and 1t.lIgbt. traveling 
185.000 mtie. per .econd. ta�e. more than twenty-.lx 
years to come bere. 2. What I. the greate.t depth that 
man hu ever attained. and where? A. One of the deep­
est holes we recollect Is the ·'Road to Rea ven·' BUver 
lead mIne. near Freiberg. Saxony. 2.000 feet down to the 
.ump. 

S. says : I wish to construct a telescope for 
a rllle. Can you Inform me how many len.e. will be re­
qulred •• nd what the diameter and focu.of each len. 
.hould be. and In what manner they mu.t be mounted 
on tbe rUle? A. Object gla .. half an Inch dIameter 
focu. 24 Incbe. or a. long a8 convenIent. EyepIece may 
be a single len. of low power with cro.s Iplder lines 
l1xed In It. focu.. Tbe t.rget will tbenappearlnverted. 
Tbe len.e. are enclo.ed In a bru. tube wtth a hInge or 
ball JoInt at the breech or eyepiece end. and .lIde. at the 
muzzle. to depre •• the object gl •••• forlncrea.ed eleva 
tlon. The two point. of attacbment to the barrel are the 
.ame a. for ordinary fore-and· leaf .Ight •. 

T.S. C. says: In your answer to N. L., you 
.ay tbat" the .hrlnkage of wood endwl.e I. very .IIght. 
If any." It I.  probable that If t b e  wood were perfectly 
.tralght graIned. tbere would be no shrinkage endwise 
I have .een place. In board fence. where the bo.rd was 
dl.placed endwl.e 8 Inche. from where It had been orIg­
Inally nailed; and I have .een the top rail. (2x4. oak) In 
pIcket fence. drawn .part 8" Inc be. In a fence 100 fee t 
long. I have. however. alway. attrIbuted tbl. to the 
lumber not beIng at all time • •  awn parallel with tbe 
graIn of the wood. 

J. M. says, to help B. and J. out {of their 
trouble of buhbllng In ca.tlng zInc: Do not overheat 
It; but when melted. pour at once. and you will l1n« 
you can get a .harp model In quIte mol.t oand. I .tlr 
with a ploe .tlck until all the metal I. thoroughly IIque­
l1ed. I have u.ed varlou • •  Ize. of zinc. and .Ince foUow 
lUg the above dIrection. I have had no trouble. 

R. S. says, in answer to A. A. W.'s query 8S 
to breaking gage glatH.: If you get good dInt gla •• 
tube •• and your g.ge cocks are .et true. they wllI laat a 
long time In.tead of taking them out to clean them 
take the nut 01f tbe top cock and pour a little 011 down 
the tub.: It will remove the .eale. 

W. H. S. says, in answer to J. A. McC.'s 
Jr . •  question a. to the tube aod dl.k of paper: A 
number of year. ago the Royal SocIety o1fercd a gold 
medal and one hundred guInea. for tbe explanation of 
the phenomenon mentioned byblm. The lollowlng wa. 
the explanatIon whlcb receIved the prIze: Suppo.lng 
the dIameter of the dl.k. to be to that of the bole a. 8 
to 1. the area of the former to tbe latter mu.t be a. 61 
to 1. TIence.1f tbe dl.k. were to be separated (the.r 
.urfacra remalnl.1l' parallel) with a velocIty equal to 
that of the aIr bla.t. a column of air mu.t meanwblle 
be Interposed •• Ixty-four times greater than that whlcb 
would e.cape from tbe tube In the .ame time: eon.e· 
quently.lf all the alr nee.:ed to pre.erve the b.lance be 
.upplled from the tube. tbe dl.k. mu.t be .'parated wIth 
a velocltya. much Ie •• tb.n th.t of the blast a. the 
column requIred between them I. greater tban tbat 
yielded by the tube. It follows then that. under tbe 
clrcum.tance. ln queatlon.the dl.l<.cannot be .epar.ted 
wltb a velocIty greater tban one .Ixty-fourth tbe bl •• t .  
0 1  cour.e all the force of the blut will b e  expended on 
tbe movable disk and tbe rl�g of alt between the dl.k. ; 
and .Ince the aforesaid dl.k can only move one sIxty· 
fourtb the velocIty of the bla.t. the rIng of air mu.t 
receIve ne.rly all the force of the bla.t. and be drIven 
out In current. radIatIng from the common cen ter of 
tube and dl.k •. 

C. H. M. asks: I have several times read 
1hat In order to make It po •• lble for .ome bird. to talk 
tbelr tongue. have to be .pllt. or that after tbelr 

tongue. were .pllt tbey could talk. Among common 
bIrd •• thl. h •• been a .. erted of the crow and j.y. Is 
thl. true. and If so. how Is the .pllttlng done? How far 
would the bird'. tongue have to be .pllt? I cannot .ee 
bow tbl. operation would enable them to .peak.-X.X. 
O. ask. : How can I make a burn I. bing liquid to pro· 
duce a llght.trAw coloron ... Ie leather?-H. M. D.ask. 
How can I dye anlllne .cariet on mIxed good.? 

COKKUNICATIONB RECEIVED. 
The Editor of the ScIENTIFIC .AMERICAN 

&elmowledges, with much pleasure, the re­
ceipt of original papers and contributions 
upon the following subjects: 

On Screw Propellers. By J. H . 
On the Climate of the United States. By 

J. S. McA. 
On Alkaline Waters and Fish. By G. A. F. 
On the Wisdom of Science. By J. A. B. 
On Acoustics of Public Buildings. By A. 

W.C . 
OnAerialNavigation. By L. 
On a New Local Anresthetic. By F. L. J. 
On the Moon's Axial Revolution. ByC.H.M. 
On Lunar Attraction. By W. B. 
On Light Freight Cars. By H. S. B . 

Also enquiries and answers from the follow· 
ing: 

A. P.-H. R. C.-F .-J. E.-J. H. D.-W. D.-W. F.M 
-A. B . C .  

Corre.pondent. who.e Inqulrle.fall t o  appoar .hould 
repeat them. If not then publl.hed. �bey may conclude 
tbat.forgood re,,"on". the EdItor decline. them. The 
a�dre •• 01 the wrtter ahould alway. be given. 

·Several corre.pondent. reque.t u. to publl.h replle. 
to thelrenqulrte. about the patentability of their In­
ventIon •• etc. Such enq ulrle. wlli only be an.wered by 
letter. and the partlel .hould give $belr addre •• es. 

CorreBpondent.l who wrtte to a.k the addre •• of certain 
manufacturers. or where .pecll1ed artlcle. ara te be had. 
al.o thoBe havtng good. for sale, or who WAnt to 11nd 
partllen •• honld .end with theIr commnnlcatlon. an 
lUIlount lu1!lclent to cover the coot of pnbllcotlon under 
the head of .. Buslne •• and Penona!," which II epoclally 
devoted to such enqnlrlel. 
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