
SALVAGE OF THE UNITED STArES CRUISER "YANKEE" 
BY COMPRESSED AIR. 

The present attempt to raise the United States aux
iliary cruiser "Yankee" is the first application to a 
United States warship of the method of salvage by 
compressed air used by Mr. John Arbuckle. The sys
tem has already proved its efficiency in the case of 
the raising of the steamship "Bavarian," of 12,000 tons, 
after she had run upon the rocks in the St. Lawrence 
River. 

In both the old system and the new, the raising of 
a sunken vessel is accomplished by removing suffi
cient water from the hull of the ship to give the neces
sary buoyancy for flotation. Under both methods, the 
space within the ship that is rid of this water is filled 
with air; but there is this important difference, that 
under the ordinary' method the air is at atmospheric 
pressure, whereas under the Arbuckle method it is 
under a pressure equal to the depth of the hold or 
compartment from which the water is driven out. 

In raising ships, it has been customary to send down. 
divers who, by means of patches of plating, plugs, 
wooden caissons, cement, etc., attempted to patch up 
the hole in the hull, and render the ship fairly tight. 
'When these repairs had been completed, powerful 
pumps were installed upon the ship, or upon wrecking 
vessels moored alongside, and sufficient water was 
pumped out to lift the ship off the rocks and enable 
her to be towed to the nearest drydock. 

It frequently happened, however, that the perfora
tions of the hull were so many or of such extent, some
times large portions of the bottom being torn entirely 
away, that salvage by the pumping method was prac
tically impossible. This was due largely to the fact 
that the patchwork-plugs, canvas, cement, and what
not-was exposed to an inward pressure correspond
ing to the depth of the injured portion of the ship 
below water, which pressure was so great as to ex
ceed the resisting strength of the temporary r�pairs. 

It occurred to Arbuckle a few years ago that there 
was no reason why the compressed·air method, as used 
in driving tunnels below the East and Hudson rivers, 
should not prove effective in the salvage of sunken 
ships; for, if the mud, silt, and water can be held 
from entering the open end of a tunnel by opposing 
against it an air pressure equal to the water pressure 
at that level, it seemed probable that .the water could 
be expelled through the perforated bottom of a ship, 
and held permanently at the level of this perforation, 
by the same use of compressed air. 

Although it necessitates some exceedingly difficult 
engineering work and the exercise of considerable in
genuity, the method by which the compressed air is 
used for freeing the ship of water is simple and easily 
understood. No attempt is made to close the per
forations in the bottom of the hull, but great care is 
taken to render airtight the sides and roof of the vari
ous holds and compartments. Air-supply pipes are led 
into the various compartments, and compressed air is 
forced in and the water gradually expelled through the 
bottom, until the level of the water in the various 
holds has been driven down to the highest point at 
which the hull has been perforated. It is evident that 
as long as the air pressure is maintained, the water 
cannot re-enter. By estimating the capacity of the 
compartments thus treat
ed, and k n o w  i n g the 
weight of the vessel, it is 
possible to free the ship of 
the exact amount of water 
to bring her to the surface 
and make her float at 
some predetermined draft. 

The "Yankee" is one of 
four merchant ships built 
between 1890 and 1892,' 
which w e  r e purchased 
d u r i  n g the war with 
Spain and transformed 
into auxiliary cruisers. 
Latterly she has served as 
a torpedo supply ship. She 
is 392 feet long, 48 feet 4 
inches in breadth, and 
draws 20 feet of water on 
a displacement of 6,225 
tons.' 

In the autumn of 1908 
she was run upon the 
Hen and Chickens Reef at 
the entrance to Buzzard's 
Bay and badly wrecked, 
holds 1, 2, 3, and 4 being 
badly perforated, as shown in the accompanying dia
gram. The Navy Department endeavored to float the 
ship by the customary method.of closing the holds and 
pumping, but failing to get her off, they abandoned their 
efforts, and called for bids by private wrecking com
panies. The condition of the ship was generally con
sidered to be hopeless, and John Arbuckle was the 
only bidder. Operations were commenced on October 
21st, 1908. The berth deck throughout the whole 
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length of the ship was made thoroughly watertight, 
and the water was driven out of holds 1, 2, 3, and 4 
by compressed air, the engine and boiler rooms being 
emptied by pumping. The vessel was floated after 
forty-five days of operations, and was being towed into 
New Bedford when, unfortunately, the weather became 
very boisterous, and a tug, in going alongside the 
"Yankee," was driven against the portholes of the 
room containing the air-compressing machinery and 
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In the two diagramS of the" Yank£e" the portions of the ship 

from which the water was expelled ar" shown in white. 

RAISING THE "YANKEE" BY COMPRESSED AIR. 

stove them in, and the water flooded the compartment 
and stopped the compressors. The vessel slowly sank 
at a point one mile east of the Dumplings in Buzzard's 
Bay at the entrance to New Bedford Harbor, and lay 
in the position shown in our various engravings. The 
bow of the vessel was a few feet below the water, but 
the stern lay thirty feet below the surface. 

In the new salvage operations, it was decided to 
leave the lower holds, the engine and boiler rooms, 
and the greater part of the gun deck full of water, 
mid lift the ship by expelling the water from the upper 
portion of hold No. 1, from the whole of the berth 
deck, and from the after portion of the gun deck. 
Reference to the engravings will explain the condi
tions of flotation, the unwatered areas being shown in 
white. The first step was to make special steel 
hatches, fasten them securely in place and calk them 
thoroughly watertight. The gun deck being of steel, 
was sufficiently watertight in itself, but the after por
tion of the spar deck, being of wood and having com
paratively little resisting strength against the upward 
pressure of the air, it became necessary to reinforce 
it strongly. This was done by placing above the spar 
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deck and. upon the deck house a series of 10-inch I 
beams arranged in pairs, which extended the full 
width of the vessel. At its outer ends each pair of 
l'eams was anchored down to the waterway at the side 
of the ship by 2-inch iron rods set up with turnbuckles. 
Upon the beams, immediately over the side walls of the 
deck house, two 12 x 12 timbers were placed parallel 
with the axis of the ship. Upon the outer edges of 
these beams were set special cast-iron angle blocks, 

which were tied together with 2%-inch rods. From 
each angle block on each side of the deck house a pair 
of 1 %-inch truss rods was carried down and made fast 
to eyebolts which passed through the side plating of 
the ship and were held in place by nuts. Between the 
under side of the I beam and the spar deck was placed 
a number of trench braces, which were set up until 
they bore snugly against the spar deck, thereby serv
ing to transfer the upward pressure of the air to the 
system of trussed I beams as above described. 

The special steel hatches were provided with open
ings to which were coupled five large steel airshafts, 
which ex,tended above the surface of the water and 
were provided at their upper ends with air locks. 
The wrecking plant consists of a large schooner, which 
is fitted up with living accoIllmodati�ns for the men; 
a big wrecking steamer, upon which is installed a 
compressor plant capable of delivering 5,000 cubic 
feet of free air per Illinute; a number of ship's boats, 
and a steam tug which makes regular trips between 
New Bedford and the scene of the wreck, two miles 
out in Buzzard's Bay. The difficulties of the work 
are greatly enhanced by the exposed position of the 
wreck, and there are necessarily many days when it is 
impossible to do any work. 

These remarkable salvage operations have made ex
cellent progress. The sections of the ship to be un
watered have been made airtight, the truss bridging 
over the spar deck is completed, and it is expected 
that very shortly, as soon as a favorable conjunction 
of wind and tides is presented, the "Yankee" will be 
brought to the surface and towed into drydock. Con
sidering the great depth of water in which the ship 
lies, her salvage will be one of the most remarkable 
feats of its kind in the history of wrecking operations. 
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A GASOLINE ENGINE FOR CORN HUSKING, 
BY FRANK C. PERKINS. 

At slight expense, by the development of the gasoline 
motor, the farmer is now enabled with modern lal;lOr
saving devices to do many times the amount of work 
formerly possible. The accompanying illustration 
shows the use of a small portable gasoline engine 
mounted on a simple four-wheeled truck in operation 
just outside of the barn, driving a corn husker by belt 
transmission. 

Thousands of acres of corn are not cut up, but 
husked from the stalk, thus entailing an entire loss, 
except for the fertilizing value and a small amount 
of feed. 

With a motor-driven husker located at the barn, it 
is a simple matter to "jerk" the stalk corn, a process 
which is speedier than husking, and to shovel it into 
the machine by which the ears are husked. The husks 
are blown to the mow or barge, made of wire fencing. 
They can afterward be baled and sold at a good price 
to mattress manufacturers, the husk alone netting a 
good profit, while the feeding or fertilizing value of 
the stalks is not materially lessened. 

For operating the husking machine, only a four to 
six horse-power gasoline engine is required, while it is 
stated that hundreds of bushels of corn have been 
husked by a machine of this type with only a three
horse-power engine under favorable conditions. In 
central Ohio a four-roll machine has been able to husk 

250 bushels in a day, re
quiring four teams and 
one extra man, besides the 
three men that operate the 
machine, with a cash out
la! of twenty-five dollars 
per day. It is stated that 
one of these small husk
ing machines operated by 
a light gasoline engine 
will handle the same 250 
bushels at less than . half 
the expense, or $11.50. 
This motor-driven husker 
is of the two-roll type, the 
rolls being four feet in 
length and large in diam
eter. It runs at high 
speed, thereby greatly in
creasing the capacity, 
which is about 20 bushels 
per hour, under normal 
conditions, but has been 
operated at over 30 bush
els without difficulty. It 
is stated that the average 
run is from 7 to 10 shocks 
(12 hills square) per hour. 

The shredder head. is composed of knives strung on 
a shaft 11/16 inch in diameter, held in position so 
that only one knife strikes at a time. The knives 
strike with a shear cut each 2% inches on the stalk. 
leaving the blades in good condition. 

The blower is arranged at the rear of the machine, 
so that all the stover must pass over the screen. About 
16 feet of 9-inch pipe is connected to the machine. A 
bevel gear is used for driving the corn elevator. which 
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The old method of salvage was to close the rents in the hull and pump ont the water. By the new method thc ship is rid of water by forcing compressed air 
into the holds and displacing the water. 
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SALVAGE OF THE U. S. S. "YANKEE" BY COMPRESSED AIR.-{See page 888.] 


	scientificamerican11271909-388_Page_1
	scientificamerican11271909-388_Page_2

