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THE FIRST FLIGHT EXHIBITION A:NIkTOUllNAJ[ENT 

OF THE AERONAUTIC SOCIETY. 

As noted in our last issue, the first opportunity to 
witness aeroplane flights in the vicinity of New York 
city was given the public on June 26th at Morris 
Park; Several very successful flights were made that 
day by Mr. Glenn 
H. Curtiss with 
the new biplane 
he has built for 
the Society, the 
longest of these 
being almost a 
complete circuit 
of the Morris 
Park race track 
in about 1% min. 
ute. A half dozen 
other new ,aero
planes, built by 
members of the 
Society, were ex
hibited, and one 
of these was shot 
off the catapult 
in an effort at 
flight. 

Scientific ADlerican 

been present at the Fort Myer parade ground all th. 
afternoon, waiting in the broiling sun. It was a ter
rifically hot day, and when.the breeze carne it was wel
comed by the spectators, but not by the Wrights, who 
refused to attempt a fiight with their new machine 
save in an absolute calm. The following two days 

The Currenl Supplemenl. 

The opening article of the current SUPPLEMENT, No. 
1749, gives a description of a novel railway testing 
machine. Col. Sir Frederic L. Nathan contributes an 
authoritative paper on gUJlcotton 'and its manufac· 
ture. Marine producer-gas power is a subject very 

much in the en

Next to Cur
tiss's flights the 
most sensational 
feature was a 
towed flight in a 
glider made by 
Mr. William H. 
Martin of Canton, 
Ohio. One of our 
i I Iu s t r a t  i ons 
shows this flight, 
while the other 
shows the flight 
made by Curtiss. 
The glider "as 

towed at too high 
a speil'd' by the 
Kissel car em
ployed for this 
purpose, the re
sult being uiat it 
swayed violently 
from side to side, 

Copyright 1909 by Edllirl Levick. The Mat·tin glider towell by an automobile at Morris Park. 

gineering eye at 
present and is dis
cussed by Mr. C. 
L. Straub. Roger 
B. Whitman of 
the New York 
School of Auto
mobile Engineers 
has prepared a 
handy t e s t  i n � 
chart for automo
b iIi s t s, which 
tells the chauf
feur what to do 
when the engine 
stops. ' A descrip
tion is published 
of the casting of a 
colossal statue for 
the monument to 
King Victor Em
manuel II. Wil
h e l m  K r e b s  
writes on how 
the earth looks 
from the moon, 
s u p  pie menting 
h i s  explanation 
w i t' h excellent 
d r a w  i n g s. S. 
Frank Aaron con
tributes an in. 
structive article 
on cocoons. The 
sea, carbon diox
ide, and the dura· 
tion of human 
life on the earth 
is the subject of 
an interesting ar
ticle by J. C. 

tipping up as 
shown in the 
photograph, and 
finally • crashing 
into the fence 
when the tow 
rope broke. For
tunately, save for 
a sprained wrist, 
Mr. Martin was 
,!l n i n j ured. He 
has repaired his 
glider, and ex
pects to try it 
again at the nexl 
meet on July 5th. 
At the same time 
Mr. Curtiss will 
attempt to set up 
a record for 1909 
for the SCIENTIFIC 
AMERICAN Trophy 
-a record which, 
if u n s u r  p assed 
this year, will en
title him to be 
declared the win-
ner for the second 
time, and make it 
necessary for him 
to win it only 
once more to be
come the perman
ent holder. 

The fact that 
even those most 
skilled in the art 
will not attempt 
flight with an 
aeroplane as yet 
except under the 
m 0 s t favorable 
conditions, w a s  
brought out by 
the failure of the 
Wright brothers 
to try their ma
chine for the first 

The photog aph' shows the glider tilted to one'slde and'swaying badly 'owing to the high speed at which it was being towed. The rope broke arid the glider crashed 
througn the fence just nfter the plCtnre was taken. 

Copyri ght 1909 by Edwin Levick. 
CUl'tISS Hying on his new biplanl', built fur the Aeronautic SOCiety, at tlle Society's grounds at Morl'is i'ark. 

The photograph was taken just before making the tum during the first circular fiight on June 26th. 
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Greggory. 

Ingenious men 
a r e  continually 
contriving n e w  
kihds of shoes, 
new suspenders, 
and hundreds of 
different kinds of 
braces, but so far 
no one has taken 
up the idea of 
making a hat 
which will hold 
on the head and 
not blow off, and 
at the same timo 
not bind the head 
all around like a 
constricting band. 
Some one ought 
to invent a hat 
which will pre-

. v e n t baldness. 
Hundreds of rem
edies are on the 
market which are 
ad vertised as sure 
hair restoratives, 
but not one of 
them will bring 
back one hair 
once the hair fol. 
!icle is atrophied 
and functionless; 
nor will ,- any of 
t h e  s e remedies 
prevent the fall
ing of hair unless 
the habits of the 
sufferers 
changed. 
t h e s e  

a r e  
At best 

remedies 
are merely skin 
irritants, w h i c h 
promote a slight
ly increased flow 
of blood to the 
S c a I p. Dandruff 

time late in the afternoon of June 28th at Fort Myer, only short flights of a few hundred yards were 
made, the engine developing insufficient power to 
make turns. Some damage was also sllBta\ned in 
alighting. 

cures are mostly 
fakes. The only good accomplished by these medica· 
ments is the scalp massage indulged in while applying 
them, and the practitioner should make a fight against 
their use.-Dr. T. O. Cobb, in the N. Y. Med. Jour. 

because a light breeze sprang up 
Congress hRd adjourned specially 
could witness a flight, and most 

at the last moment. 
so that its members 
of its members had 
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